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1 a preach d at Mr. Henna: Waal way: Fg iſo 
ſoon after it came out, reflected upon with great 4 . 
5 freedom, in a Letter directed to Me fromthe Prefs; 15 a 
bh: and exhorting me either to Defend, or Retra# the . 
p. Sri there deliver'd ; which is ſaid to have offended mays of 
3 Underſtanding Chriſtians. I have the Happineſs, I MW” 
thank God, to de well acquainted with un ns of that , 
Character, to whoſe judgment (having great Reaſon to di- ry 
ſtruſt my own) I appeal'd on this Occaſion. They aſſurd 1 5 
me. that, upon a deliberate Peruſal of that Sermon, they ſaw ul 
nocking i in it which offend them; or which could, in the 170 
On ion, juſtly offend any one, who believ'd a Future Stats 74 1 
= +" Rewards and Puniſhments. Nor have I, after makin 4 Die 
Enquiries I could on this head; met with any one Perſon, 19 
ho carefully con ſider'd my Doctrine, and yet judg'd diſſe- 4 . 
rently of it. I might well therefore have far my felf tbe | ; 
trouble of Reviewing and Defending what appears not to me 10 
to have been blam'd by any Wiſe or Good Man: for, be- ry 
ther the Welter of the Letter be ſuch, till I know who: be is, | 
I may have leave to doubt. All he ſays of himſelf is, that be =... 
is an 5 rag Perſon; one, I ſuppoſe he means, that is in the 1 
D thinks. it. proper to continue ſo, that he may take * 
advantage from thence to attack the Reputation of others, 4 
wat hazarding his own. There may be ſome what of Wikk'Y um 
dom, perhaps; hut ſure there is little of Goodneſs or Fairneſ: . 
in this Conduct. Several ſuch Obſcure Perſons as theſe we ele 
have bad of late, who have infulted Men of great Abilities and} F * 
Worth, and taken pleaſure to pelt them from their Covert, 1 dich 
with Hale Obiectione. The YL Succeſs of their Attempts 
; hath juſtified their Prudence. in eoncealing themſelves, W 4 te 
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boever my unkrewn, Correfpondehe be, Pepe hard. + > 
Ein Anſwer, and is {6 earneſt in that point, that he would, >. - 
perceive, be not a little diſappointed if he ſhould miß of it. 
Mincleſs Authors have no right to make ſuch” Demands. 
ever, the Importance of the Argument it ſelf, the Setiouùhs \ 3 
with which he hath Treated of it, and the ſolemn Profe: 
bas he makes of being acted by no other Principle hut a Con- 
mfr Truth, ſoon determin d me to comply with his Exhor= 
tions, And what follows, therefore, was drawn up not long 
fer his Letter appear d; tho' the Publication of it hath been 
ay d by ſome Accidents, with an Account of which it is 
t neceflary to trouble the Reader. After all, I ſhall be look d 
on perhaps as Writing rather too ſoon, than too late; and 
paying too great a regard to an Attempt, which was ſo far 
phted, that the worthy Dean of Canterbury, not long after- 
uds, preach'd the Doctrine there oppoſed before her Ma- 
ty, and printed it by her Order c. And in truth, there 
ter was a Char ge maintain'd with ſuch a ſhew of Gravity - 
nd Earneſtneſs, which had a {lighter Foundation to ſupport it. 
overer, it may be of ſome uſe, carefully to examine What 
Wis Writer hath ſaid, in order, by a remarkable inſtance, to 
kw how little Credit is due to Accuſations of this kind, when 
ey come from ſuſpected (that is, from nameleſs ) Pens 
0d how artfully the Mask of Religion may ſometimes be put 
to cover Deſigns which cannot be decently wu e. 
That part of my Sermon, to which the Letter -Mriter hath 
nin'd his Reflections, contains the Explication of an Argu- 
kt, which I ſuppoſe employ'd by the Apoſtle in the Text, 
r the proof of 4 Future State. And I had reaſon therefore 
d hope, what I offer'd on this head ſhould be favourably te- 
wed, and candidly interpreted by all ſuch as did in good 
arneſt believe ſuch a State. And yer, to my ſurprize, I have 
und one, who would be thought ſeriouſly to entertain this 
Klief, endeavouring all he can to awaken an Argument (and 
deed the chief Argument drawn from Reaſon alone) by 
bich it is upheld. I might have expected this Treatment 
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indeed from the Pen of 905 1 or Ale Unbe 

hever : it being an uſual piece of Art, with that ſort of Mel 
to undermine the Authority of Fundamental Truths, by pr 
tending to ſhew, how weak and improper the Proofs xr 
which their Aſſerters employ in the defence of them. By 
did not, and could not expect this Uſage from a Writer, wi 
every where inſinuates, and in one place, I think, pre 
plainly profeſſes himſelf to be a Sincere Chriſtian, His Cy 
cern for the Cauſe of Religion would have appear'd to far great 
advantage, if he had employed it rather in vindicating fon 
of its great Principles, which are every day openly and 6 
ringly attack*d from the Prefs, than in leſſening the Force 


what 1 have urged in behalf of one of them. Had 1 ert Minn 
this caſe, it had been a well-meant Miſtake, and might he VP 
paſs'd unobſerv'd, at a Time when Infidelity finds fo mut W 
Employment of anothar kind for all thoſe who have a re . 


Concern for the Cauſe of Religion. 


# 


Beſides, Diſcourſes on ſuch” Occaſions as that on whidii. 
then Preach'd, are ſeldom the Productions of Leiſure; a 
ſhould always therefore be read with thoſe favourable Allo 
ances which are made to haſty Compoſures. So the Dodtri 
contain'd in them be but Wholeſom and Edifying, tho the 
{hould be a want of Exactneſs, here and there, either int! 
manner of Speaking, or Reaſoning, it may be over. look 
or pardon'd. 

When any Argument of great Importance is manag d ui 
that Warmth and Earneſtneſs which a ſerious Conviction 0 
generally inſpir es, ſomewhat may eaſily eſcape, even fron 
wary Pen, which will not bear the Teſt of a ſevere Scrutin 
Facile eft verbum aliquod ardens notara, idque, reſi 
(ut ita dicam) animorum incendiis, irridere ; laid one ot 
beſt Writers in the World, who himſelf needed this Excule 
ſeldom as any Man. | 

In particular, what I offer'd on that occaſion towards 
proof of a Future State, ꝗeſerv'd to be the lefs rigoroully ® 
min'd, becauſe it was only by way of Introduction to { 
Practical Points, which I chiefly deſign'd to inſiſt on. I 
not room, in a few Pages at the entrance of a ſhort Diſcout 


1 conſider all things on all SW to balance the ſeveral Ad- 
rantages and Diſadvantages that attend the Pleaſures of Men 
nd Beaſts, Good Men and Bad. I pretended not fully to 
State, much leſs ro Demonſtrate, the Truth contained in the 


Words which I never once uſed, nor would the Task it ſelf 
ure been proper at ſuch a Time, and before ſuch an Audi- 
pry. My declar'd Intention was only to explain the Apoſile's 
frqument ; to enlarge on it; to ſhew, by ſeveral laſtances, 
the undoubted Truth of it, to open and apply it; and this, by 
ſich Conſiderations chiefly as were in fome meaſure applicable 


obe Perſon then to be interr'd. For whoever givcs himſelt 
the trouble of reviewing that mean Diſcourſe, will find, that 
a 


it conſiſts of Three Parts; a Speculative Point of Doctrine, 
ome Practical Reflections, and an Account of the Perſon de- 
aid; fo the two former of theſe Points are handled with a 
regard to the latter; the Pracłical Refle&ions being all of them 
ſich as are ſuited to the Character of the Perſon, which fol- 


manner, and by ſuch Inſtances, as naturally lead both to the 
one and to the other: that part of the Doctrine, I particular- 
ly mean, which is profeſſedly built on the Letter of the Text, 
and the expreſs Authority of the Apoſtle. 

[tis no wonder, if in an Argument handled thus bricfiy, 
and with ſuch views as theſe, every thing ſhould not be ſaid, 
viich may be thought requiſite to clear it. That, as it was 
0 part of my intention, fo neither was it neceſſary, proper, 


nitlons of this kind, I need make no excuſe. As to the other 


Tur 1 have written, I ſhall, as 1 promiſed, reply to them 
Fery diſtinctly and fully. 


Heads; That it is altogether New, utterly Foreign from the 


nil ſelf. A very heavy Charge! nor is the firſt part of it 
ode neglected. For in matters of Morality and Religion, 


nich arg every one's Concern, and which have therefore 
A 2 been 


Tex, as I am falſly repreſented to have done. Thoſe are 


lows; and the preceding Doctrine being illuſtrated in ſuch a 


Ir potfible on that occaſion to be done: and therefore for O- 


parts of the Charge, which, it true, would really blemiſh 


The Accufation of my Doctrine turns, I find, upon Fhree: 


nent ion of the Apoſtle, on whoſe Words build it, and Falſe 
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been often and throughly examin'd, new Doctrines, or Arp 


ments are deſervedly ſuſpected. And when one who i i 


his Function, a Preacher of Virtue, doth, by advancing (uf 
New Doctrines, or Arguments, make Conceſſions to the Caul 
of Vice (as J am ſaid to have done) he is doubly Crimina 


Let. us ſee, therefore, What I have laid down in that Sermoff 


how far it is charg'd as New, and with how little Reaſon. 
My declar'd Intention, in that part of my Sermon whic 
diſpleaſes the Letter-writer, is, to explain that great Arg 


ment for a ſuture State, which St. Paal bath couch'd in tu 
We have hope if 


Words of my Text. If in this Life only 
Chriſt, we are of all Men moſt miſerable. I ſuppoſe them t 
ſigniſie, That if all the Benefits we expect from the Chri 
ſtian Inſtitution were confin'd within the bounds of this Lil 
and we had no hopes of a better State after this, of a ore 


be the moſt abandon'd and wretched of Creatures, all o 
ther ſorts and fects of Men would evidently. have the Adf 
vantage of us, and a much ſurer Title to Happineſs tha 
we. From whence ſay, the Apoſtle would be underſtoo 
to infer (though the Inference be not expreſsd) That there 
fore there muſt needs be another State, to make up the [n 
equalities of this, and to ſolve all Irregular Appearances, 
la the Explication of this Argument, I profeſs to urge 
(what I call) the Conceſſion of the Apoſtle ſomewhat far 
ther than the Letter of the Text will carry us, by aſſerting 


K X _ AQ a & 


under two different Heads, That, were there no Life after 


this, 1ſt, Men would be more miſerable than Beaſts; and 
2dly, The beſt Men would be often the moſt miſciable. 
mean, as far as Happineſs, or Miſery are to be meaſur'd 
from pleaſing and painful Senſations. And ſuppoſing th 
preſent to be the only Life we are to lead, I ſee not but that 
this might be eſteem'd the true meaſure of them. 


Upon the firſt of theſe Heads I ſhew, that in this Life Bealty 
have, in many reſpects, the advantage of Men; in as much 


as they (I.) enjoy greater Senſual Pleaſures, and (2) fel 
fewer Corporal Pains, and (3.) are utter ſtrangers to all 
thoſe anxious and tormenting Thoughts, which 


— 


and laſting Reward in a Life to come; we Chriſtians ſhouqd 


erpetualy 
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unt and diſquiet Mankind. I enlarge on theſe Particulars; 


xd then proceed, on the ſame foot Likewiſe ro ſhew, That 
he beſt Men would be often the moſt miſerable; ſince their 
principles (1). give them not leave to taſte ſo freely of the 
lleaſures of Life, as other Mens do, and (2) expoſe them 
nore to the Troubles and Dangers of it. 

Boch theſe Points I illuſtrate by various laſtances ; and up- 
um the whole, Conclude, That, therefore, as certainly as 
God is, a time there will, and muſt be, when all theſe: un- 
qual Diſtributions of Good and Evil ſhall be ſet right, and 
te Wiſdom and Reafonableneſs of all his Tranſactions, with 
Ibis Creatures, be made as clear as the Noon day. 

| was willingly repreſent to the Reader, at one view, the 
whole Courſe of my Reaſoning, according to the Order in 


which it lies, and in my very Words which I have made uſe 
af ro expreſs it in my Sermon. If he compares this thort ac- 


ount of my Doctrine, with the larger Explication given ok 
is ſeveral Branches in the Sermon it felt, he will find, That 
(whatever the Letter-Writer boldly affirms to the contrary) it 
muſt be underſtood, and is by ſome actually propos'd under 
the Reſtrictions following; - 

1. When I prefer Beaſts to Men, and Bad Men to good, 
n point of Happineſs, it is upon Suppoſition, not only that 
there is no other Life than this, but that Mankind are perſua- 
(ed that there is none. The Men I ſpeak of are ſuch, as 
thoſe Corinthians were againſt whom St. Paul argued ; Men, 
who in this Life only have hope in Chriſt ;, ſuch as expect no 
benefits from the Chriſtian Inſtitution, but what are confin'd 
within the Bounds of this preſent Life, and have no hopes of a 
better State after this, of a great and laſting Reward in a life 
come, This is the account which I expreſly give of them, 
ben] enter on the Argument, and which” ] repeat ſeve- 
al times in Courſe of it ; and which muſt be under- 
ood all along, even where it is not mention'd. And ſuch a 
vt of Chriſhans I may be allow'd to ſuppoſe now, ſince ſuch 
mere manifeſtly were in the Days of the Apoſtles. Nor doth 
any ways interfere with this Suppoſition, to repreſent theſe 
"ry Men, as having now and then the uncafie Preſages ol a 
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Future reckoning, and as Scaring themſelves ſometimes wil dy, 
the Fears of another Life, even while they do not entertz;ise rf 
the Hopes of it. This, I doubt not, is the Caſe of all ſuci . 
who profeſs to disbelieve a Future State; they are not away bub! 
equally ſatisfy'd with their own reaſonings about it, but trem apo 
ble ſometimes at the thoughts of it. My Reprover therefore be 
deals very unfairly, when he reckons this among the Advan g. 
rages peculiar to Men, that they have the preſent Support Ven 
tbe Belief of a future State, and the firm Expect ation of Ref 
W.3rds in a Life to come; and aſſures his Wars with equaſ ro 
Modeſty and Truth, that this & agreeable to what ] ſuppoſe dit 
whereas I ſuppoſe the quite contrary ; and; on that Suppoſii «! 
tion, all my Reaſonings and Reflections turn. Nor is ther 
a Word throughout the whole Argument that can be conſiruMiſ | 
ed toa different meaning. _—_ 

2. Proceeding on this Suppoſition, I affirm, not that th n 


Beſt Men would be always, but often the moſt miſerable. Anq ii br. 
that I might be ſure of not being miſapprehended, I repeat 
this (or ſome other Equivalent) Expreſſion at leaſt fix times {ule 
in the Compaſs of a few Pages. Nor doth the Argument nt 
which | am explaininz, require a more extenſive Suppoſition Mo 
it being equally neceſſary that there ſhould be a future State ear 
to vindicare the Juſtice of God, and ſalve the preſent lrregu t 
larities of Providence, whether the beſt Men be oftentimes jon 
only, or always the moſt miſerable. The Letter-Writer diſ e, 
ſembles his Knowledge of this Remarkable Reſtriction; andi 
having taken advantage from thence to argue and object a 
he pleas'd, contents himſelf ſlightly to mention it towards 
the cloſe of this Pamphlet; which was diſcreetly done, ſince 
an earlier acknowledgment of it would have diſcover d at hrk 
light, even to the meaneſt of his Readers, the Impertinence 
of ſeveral of theſe Objections and Arguments. He would} 
excuſe this Procedure, by ſaying, at laſt, That though ! 
profeſs only to ſhew that the beſt Men are often the moſt miſe- 
rable, yer J argue, if they were always ſo, wiz, from that 
Obligation ro ſome particular Practices, from which they are} 
never exempt in any Condition of. this Life: Which is 45 
great and groundleſs a Miſrepreſentation as any of the forme”, 
vince z e 


* 


* P, * 
2 "335 0 N p * FE 
8 J NES AEST : RR 
„ 3 . 1 E 
r F eb 8 2 8 
n . uy 7 4 r 
. 


5 HE ESI 3 
n ky . rd 8 
r 


| 1 
% M, chief Proof of this Point, is drawn from that 
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2 ubles and Dangers of Life; becauſe fore Evils and great 


1 F Perſecution, to which good Men, above all others, are 


3: Becauſe their Principles expoſe them moſt ro the 


aooral Inconveniences attend the Diſcharge of their Duty; 


become à Reproach and a By-word, are injur'd and 


gd, ſuffer unjuſt and illegal Encroachments; the great- 


Ws being ſometimes made the moſt remarkable Inſtan- 
suffering: for they are inflexible in their Uprightneſs. 

| 4 Iatereſt can allure them, no Fear of Danger 
WE: limay them. Would one imagine, after all theſe Expreſ- 
, ſeveral of hers of the ſame kind that I bave made uſe 


Proſpect o 


L ; my Man ſo loſt to all Senſe of Fuſtice and Truth, as to ſay, 


Wi | ſuppoſe no Caſe of Perſecution ? that I do not once 


pole ſuch a ſtate of Perſecution as the Apoſtle pointed at? 


MW: caintain my Poſitions with reference to the moſt Quiet 


(Proſperous {tate of this Life? Certainly the Letter-Wri- 


doch not mean this as one inſtance of his Concern for the 


ue ok Virtue, and the Intereſt of Practical Religion! I 
not indeed build my Reaſoning wholly on the Caſe of Per- 
ation; neither doth the Apoſtle himſelf, as will afterwards 


per: However, I do not exclude it, On the contrary, I 


kr to it frequently, and ſhould have dwelt more largely 
pon it, but the other Conſiderations I ſuggeſt, were more 
wicable to the Character of the Perſon deceasd; which 


Ws (2: | have already ſaid) the Point from whence I chiefly 


kk my Views in this Argument? 
tourthly, Even when J ſuppoſe good Men not to be un- 
ra tate of Perſecution, yet I (till ſuppoſe them to live in a 
tt of Mortification and Self-denial ; to be under a perpe- 
Conflict with their Bodily Appetites and Inclinations, and 
oling to get the maſtery over them. I ſuppoſe them ob- 
bd, by their Principles, not to taſte ſo freely ot the Pleaſures 
Lite (the Innocent Pleaſures of Life; for ſuch I manifeſtly 
kn) 23 other Men do; but to fit as looſe from them, and 
moderate in the uſe of them as they can; not only ro 
er thoſe Gratifications which are forbidden by the Rules 
belglon; but even to reſtrain themſelves in —— 
_ Inſtan- 
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Inſtances. And whenever they taſte even the allowable pid 


them, is a Propoſition of undoubted (and, f am fure, by r 


Vice, properly ſo called; that is, to thoſe Meaſures of Dur 


which we Chriſtians are obliged to excel; they are ( ſome 


' 


(10) 


ſures of Senſe. I ſuppoſe them to be under ſuch Checks fd 
Reaſon and Reflection, as, by repreſenting perpetually} 
their Minds the meanneſs of all theſe Senſual Gratificatiot 
do, in great meaſure, blunt the Edge of their keeneſt defi 
and pall all their Enjoyments. And have I not reaſon the 
fore to ſay, that good and pious Perſons, by the Nature af 
Tendency of their Principles, ( as they are moſt exposd 
the Troubles and ill Accidents of Life fo) are the great 
Strangers to the Pleaſures and Advantages of it? And wall 
not theſe be great: and needleſs Abatements of their Happ 
neſs, if it were conhn'd within the Compaſs of this Life off 
ly? But, ſurely it doth not from hence follow, hor have 
once ſuggeſted, much leſs attirm'd, That the Practice of N 
doth in its own Nature tend to make Men more happy. in 
feates of this Life, than the Practice of Vertue. This is an A 
ſertion by which the great Author of our Nature, and Ena 
er of the Law of Good and Evil, is highly diſhonour'd a 
blaſphem'd ; and which cannot by any one who hath the lea 
ſenſe of Religion, be repeated without being abhorr d. 
That Virtue and Vice do in their own Natures. tend 
make theſe Men happy, or Miſerable, who ſeverally pract 


undiſputed) Truth; as far as it relates to Moral Vertue, « 


which Natural Reaſon, unenlighten'd by Revelation, pre 
ſcribes : For as to thoſe Rules of Evangelical Perfection, 


them) of fo exalted a Nature, fo contrary to fleſh and Blood 
and fo far above our ordinary Capacities and Powers, that,! 
there were no other Life than this, I ſee not how our Happ 
heſs could generally be ſaid to conſiſt in the Practice of then! 
And, therefore, when God made them matter of ſtrict Dut 
to us; he at the ſame time animated us to Obedience (0 
only by aſſuring us of the extraordinary Aſſiſtances of k 
good Spirit, but) by a clear Diſcovery of a Future ſtate 0 
Rewards and Puniſhments; whereas the Jews, who had th 


Promiſes of this Lite only, had alſo, 1i9 proportion to nn 


a - 
miſes, a lower and leſs excellent Scheme of Duty pro- 
. io them. „ 5 - 

| and here alſo this Author is altogether Silent: for he takes 
onotice of theſe Improvements made by the Goſpel in the 
ares of our Duty; but ſuppoſes every where the Chriſti- 
and Heathen Morality to be in all reſpects the ſame z 
I that the innocent Pleaſures of Life (which muſt be al- 
to have ſome ſhare in perfecting humane Happineſs } 
reno more affected and retrench'd by the one than the other. 
ſuppoſes all the Taſtances of Abſtinence, Mortification, 
 Scit-denial, which the Goſpel enjoyns, to be included 
| Within thoſe Rules of Vertue, which, the Light of Nature 
ches us to follow; and upon this Foundation, proceeds to 
relent me as affirmiag, that the heft of Men are rendred more 
nſerable t han the Wicked, by the Practice of Virtue: whereas, 
truth, I only maintain, that the beſt Chriſtians (who are 
queſtionably the beſt of Men) are, by their obſervance 
it ome Goſpel Preeepts, render'd (more miſerable, or which 
ball one) leſs happy, than they would otherwiſe be, it they 
te releas'd from thoſe Obligations; and, conſequently, 
ere there no hope of a Life after this, they who are not ty- 
dup to theſe Severities, would have a manifeſt Advantage 
yer thoſe who are. | | 
[inſtance indeed ſome Acts of Virtue, common to Hea- 
hens and Chriſtians , but I ſuppoſe them to be perſorm'd by 
Liiſians after (a Chriſtian, that is, after) a more ſublime 
nd excellent manner than ever they were among the Hea- 
hers; and even, when they do not differ in Kind from mo- 
il Virtues, ſtrictly ſo ſtiled, yet to differ in the Degrees of 
tection with which they are attended. | 
This diſtinction between a ſtate of Virtue and a ſtate of 
rtification, between Moral Goodneſs and Evangelical Per- 
on, and the greater Reſtraints (in point of Worlely Plea- 
ues and Advantages) which are laid upon Men by the for- 
ker of theſe than by the latter, ought the father to have been 
bery'd and own'd by the Letter-I/riter, becauſe, in the 
| Fif:b place, I pretend not to compare the Happineſs ol 
mand Peaſts, good Men and Bad, any farther than N bo: 
23 | | 2 N N uits. 
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ſults from worldly Pleaſures and Advantages, and the o 
of Senſe that ſurround us. For theſe are my Words: 
there no other Life but this, Men would really be WM 
© miſerable than Beaſts, and the beſt Men would be oft: W# 
© moſt miſerable. I mean, as far as Happineſs or Miſcr ih 
© to be meaſur'd from pleaſing or painful Senſations, WW 1 
is the Reſtriction which I more expreſly and formall 
fiſt on, than any other. At the very opening of the a 
ment it occurs; nor do I, in the Proſecution of it, uſe 
one Inſtance or Illuſtration, but what relates to ſuch plea 
and painful Senſations, or to thoſe delightful and uneaſie 
flections of Mind, which are, ſome way or other, Conſeq 
upon them. And if, in theſe reſpects (and farther I dof 
go) the Happineſs of Beaſts exceeds that of Men, and 
Happineſs of the Wicked that of the Virtuous, it will WP" 
weaken what I have urged, to ſhew, that, in other re/p4f 
(ſuch as the Letter-Writer largely diſplays) the Advantage ff 
lie on the contrary {ide ; becauſe, were it fo, yet this Advi 
tage would not be ſufficient to turn the Scale, according to 
Suppoſi tion; which is, that, without the hope of anot ber 
pleaſing and painful Senſations (taken together with thoſe 
ward Reflections, which are naturally conſequent upon th 
migbt be eſteem d the true Meaſure of Happineſs and iq 
On this Suppoſition (which I had not then time to explain 
prove) all my Reaſonings proceed; and cannot therefore 
affected by any Objections, which are ſo far trom being bij 
on the ſame Bottom, that they are deſign'd to overthrow 
Whether this Suppoſition be true or falſe, may be anew m 
ter of Diſpute : but if it be true, the Argument I raiſe f 
thence is certainly true, and the Objections of the Le 
Triter are as Cerrainly Vain and Impertinent ; being level 
rather againſt rhe Suppoſition it ſelf, than the Inference ti 
J draw from it. 3 
This is not a proper place to juſtifie that Suppoſition; il 
much only I ſhall ſay at preſent concerning it. I am ſo i 
from retracting it, that I look upon it to be a moſt clear at 
indubitable Truth; and think my ſelf to have expreſs dit wi 
more warineſs and reſerve than was neceſſary. My hp l 


» AL: 
I ce not but that this might be efteew'd the true mea 
ol. H:ppineſs and Miſery : whereas this might not only 
Ws; but would really be the true meaſure ot Happineſs 
icy, to the far greater part of Mankind, if they were 
aucated under the Hopes and Fears of future Rewards 
bpuniſhments, The Objects of Senſe would then deter- 
de views of moſt Men; of all ſuch, to be ſure, who 
Wd perpetually with them, and wanted the Opportuni- 


. Capacities that were requiſite towards withdrawing 


WW. Thoughts from theſe things, and fixing them on more 
WW; and reaſonable Pleaſures. And even among thoſe few 


WH vere better qualified, ftill fewer would be fouud, who, 


o the hope of another Life, would think it worth their 
eco live above the Allurements of Senſe, and the Grati- 
ons of this World, as far as was neceſfary towards attain- 
be heights of a Chriſtian Perfection. Nor could any 
ament be urg'd ſufficient to induce thoſe fo to do, who 
W.: otherwiſe reſoly'd and inclin'd. The Rule of Good and 
dil would not then appear Uniform and Invariable z but 
Will ſeem different, according to Mens different Comple- 
and Inclinations; and whatever they judg'd to be, 
Win the whole, moſt agreeable or diſagreeable to them, that 
WW: would be ſure (nay they would look upon themſelf as 


gd) to purſue or decline, without being reſtrain'd by any 


W:c:ative Reaſonings concerning the Nature of Virtue and 
Wi, and the Obligations Men are under univerſally to pra- 
e one, and eſchew the other. 
bu this, I am ſenſible, lies without the Compaſs of my im- 
ne Deſign, which is only to reckon up the ſeveral Re- 
ons under which, what I have laid down in that Sermon 
Wit to be underſtood ; Reſtrictions, not now firſt deviſed 
aalife my Doctrine, but plainly propoſed together with 
ind interwoven into the Body of thoſe few ſhort Refle- 
, which I had room to make concerning it. And yet 
g uthor of the Letter, in a very grave and ſolemn man- 
ugues throughout, as if no one ſuch Reſtriction had 
* made. Let his Cauſe be as good as he pretends it ro be, 
WT" lurel7 it is not at all beholden to him for hls way of main- 
Ek taining 
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raining it. He that talks * deceitfully even for T7 
ſelf, muſt needs hurt it more by his Example, than hel 
mores it by his Arguments, W 
But to ſet aſide theſe Reſtrictions, important as they. 
for the preſent, and take my Doctrine at large, even alli 
Lettet-Writer himſelf hath preſented it; that is, as bi 
contain'd in (what he calls) my Two Poſitions, and rhe 
tions on which they are founded: let us ſee how tall 
firſt Charge of Novelty can, even upon this Foot, be x 4 
good againſt it. 3 „ * | 
My Poſitions are theſe ; That, were there no Life WM... 
ibis, Firſt, Men would be really more miſerable than Bei. 
and, Secondly, the beſt of Men would be often the mo . 
rable. The Notion, on which they are founded, is, "Ml 
ſuppoſing the preſent to be the only Life we are to be lead, 
not bat that pleaſing and painful Senſations might be ee 
the true Meaſure of Happineſs and Miſery. _ 
Againſt both the one and the other, the Letter. W 
exclaims in a moſt Tragical manner: He is Sorry tl 
* ſuch Conceſſions made to the Cauſe of Vice by 
Preacher of Righteouſneſs ; be never yet heard, not 
© expeCted to hear any thing like this from the Pulpit 
know? not that ſuch Aſſertions have been ever, before 
ſer10Q.., maintain'd by any perſon of Virtue and Un 
ſtanding, much leſs ſolemnly diftated as undoubted TA 
from the Pulpit ; he thinks, that All who have any Rell 
tor the Clergy, muſt lament that ſach ſtrange Dociih 
ſhould be recommended to the World by one of that Bai 
and All, who have any regard to the Honour of Chriſt, i 
lament to ſee it ſolemnly back d and confirm d by on 
W „ = 
The Charge of Novelty is here urg d with ſo much War 


and Gravity, and ſuch an Air of Afiurance, that even a Fl 
Reader would be apt to think it well founded; and yet n 4 
was there a Cenſure more raſhly vain, or more entirely bs, 
Riture of all Colour of Truth. Far firſt, as to the Poſs n 
themſelves, they are ſo far from being new, that they 
commonly to be met with in both Ancient and Modern, ” 
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and Foreign Writers; particularly in the Works of 
olli Divines, which are in every one's hands, and 
ich the Author of the Letter, I believe, is beſt acquain- 
begin with Archbiſhop Tillotſon, who cannot be ſu- 
aio have made Conceſſions to the Cauſe of Vice, either 
n Weakneſs, or a worſe Reafon ; and yet theſe are 
ireſſons. The Condition of Men in this preſent Life 
ended with fo many Frailties, liable to ſo great Miſe- 
ind Sufferings, to ſo many Pains and Diſeaſes, to ſuch 
bous Cauſes of Sorrow and Trouble, of Fear and Vexa- 
by reafon of the many Hazards and Uncertainties, 
Which not only the Comforts and Contentments of our Lives, 
en Life it ſelf is ſubject to, that the Pleaſure and Hap- 
es of it is by theſe much rebated : ſo that were we not 
ed up with the hopes of ſomething better hereafter, Life 
elt would be to many Men an inſupportable Burthen. 
uen were not ſupported and born up, under the Anxie- 
ol this preſent Life, with the Hopes and Expectations 
Wn happier State in another World, Mankind would be 
mf imperfect aud unbappy part of God's Creation, For 
Wihough other Creatures be ſubjected to a great deal of Va- 
and Miſery, yet they have this Happineſs, that, as they 
e made for a ſhort Duration and Continuance, fo they are 
y affected with the preſent; they do not fret and diſcon- 
rchemſelves about the Future, they are not liable to be 
cated with Hopes, nor tormented with Fears, nor vexd 
WW Diſappointmens, as the Sons of Men are. But if our 
o be immortal, this makes abundant Amends and Com- 
otion for the Frailties of this Life, and all the Tranſi- 
"7 Sufferings and Inconveniences of this preſent State: 
ban Nature; conſider d with this advantage, 2 infinitely 
werbe Brute Beaſts thut periſb. Serm. Vol. ix. p. 68, 
Again, What would « Man gain by it, if the Soul 
e got immortal, but to level bimſelf with the Beaſts that 
Wi? Cnay] to put himſelf into à worſe and more miſe- 
aul condition than any of the Crearures below bim? 1bid. 


ny The 


The ſame thing is ſaid * ſhortly but as fully, will 
preſent Lord Biſhop of Rocheſter ; Without that Belief 
the Joys of another Life] as Cpriſtians of all Men, {oi 
* of all Creatures were moſt miſerable, Serm, on Jan 
f To the like purpoſe Mr. Glanvile. If this Life bi 
© we have the ſame End and Happineſs with the Brutes; * 
* they are happier of the two, in that they have leſſer & 
and fewer Diſappointments, Serm. p. 299949. 

Dr. Moor, whom my Reprover muſt allow to have! 
a Perſon of Virtue and Underſtanding, expreſſes himſelf 
that occaſion in very ſignificant Terms. If (fays he): 
be no Life hereafter, the Worſt of Men have the gre 
* ſhare of Happineſs; their Paſſſons and Affections bein 
* continually gratify'd, and that to the height, in thoſe thi 
* that are ſo agreeable; and rightly circumſtanriated, alli 
© able to human Nature ;. ſuch as the ſweet Reflection on 
* Succeſs of our political Management the general 
* bute of Honour and Reſpect for our Policy and Wit, 
that ample Teſtimony thereof, our Acquiſition of Poli 
and Riches; that great ſatisfaCtion of foyling and bead 
* dowa our Enemies, and obliging and making ſure our nf 
* ſerviceable Friends: to which finally you may add all 
variety of Mirth and Paſtime, that Fleſh and Blood can 
* tertain it ſelf with, from either Muſick, Wine, or Won 
Imm. the Soul, L, 2: Ch. 18. Set. . 

Dr. Goodman, in his Winter Evening Conferences, BY 
receiv'd with general applauſe, and now in every ones hal 
repreſents one of the Perſons in his Dialogue ſpeaking as 
lows, © It is plain, that nothing but the Hope of ano 
and better World at laſt can enable a Man tolerably to 
joy himſelf in this preſent=—Nothing but Eternal Life | 
ſufficient Antidote againſt the Fears of Death. And 
theſe are the Effects and Benefits of Religion. Therel 
if this be uncomfortable, Mankind muſt needs be then 
deplorably unhappy kind of Being in the whole Wor 
For tho? other ſort of Creatures are, in ſome ſort, Feld 
ſufferers in the common Calamitys of this World; ir 
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chat their ſhare is ordinarily not fo great as his, it is 
eat that they fear nothing for the furure, but only feel 
Wi: preſent Evil; and they have no Reſtraint upon thera for 
r they deſire, nor no Remorſe for what they have done. 
Wherefore, if Mankind have not the Glory of his Conſci- 
e, when he doth well, to ſet againſt the Checks and Girds 
in when be doth amiſs; and if he have not Hopes to 
unterbalance his Fears, and a Reward bereafter for bis 
denial at preſent, bis Condition is far the worfs of any 
I (7eature in the World. Part 3. p. 43. * 

u like manner (Part 2. p. 114.) after allowing, that 
beral ſorts of Brute Creatures continue longer in the World, 
d have as well a quicker Senſe of Pleaſure, as a more un- 
ned and uncontroll'd Enjoyment of it, he makes the 
SW ime Inference from hence that I have done; That upon 
ae very Conſiderations, there is great Reaſon to believe 
hat there is ſuch a thing as another World, wherein Man 
Wy have amends made bim, for whatever was amiſs, or 
kleftive in this. For it is not credible with me, that ſuch. 
over and Wiſdom as is plainly diſplay d in the Conſtitu- 
on of Man, ſhould be ſo utterly deſtitute of Goodneſs, as 
bcontrive things ſo ill, that the nobleſt Being ſhould be fi- 
uly the moſt unfortunate. . . 
dp. Wilkins in his Prin. of Nat. Rel. p. 159, 160. There 
8 ſtrong Averſion amongſt Men againſt a dark ſtate of 
haihilation, which no Man can think of without great re- 
ret of Mind; and likewiſe, a natural Deſire in all Men 
iter a ſtate of Happineſs and Perfection. And no natural 
heſite is in vain. All other things have ſomewhat to ſatisſie 
ler natural Appetites. And, if we conſider the utter Im- 
libility of attaining to any ſuch Condition in this Life, 
as will render it highly credible, that there muſt be ano- 
her State wherein this Happineſs is attainable : Otherwiſe, 
Mankind muſt. fail of his chief End, being by a natural 
rnciple, moſt ſtrongly inclined to ſuch a ſtate of Happi- 
tels as he can never attain to; as if he were purpolely fram'd 
lo be tormented berwixt theſe two Paſſions, Deſire and De- 
Pur ; a2 earneſt Fo VT Happineſs, and * 
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Incapacity of enjoying it; as if Nature it ſelf, where 
other things are diſpoſed to their Perfection, did ſerve WM 
in Mankind, to make them moſt miſerable. And, will 
is yet more con ſiderable, the better and wiſer any Ma 
the more earneſt Deſires and Hopes hath he after ſui i 
State of Happineſs. And if there be no ſuch thing, AW; 
onh Nature, but Virtue likewiſe muſt contribute to oi 
Men miſerable. _ IE os den 
I have ſearch'd the Volumes of Sermons publiſh'd by 
vines here in England, and find as yet but Two on the 
Text with mine; one preach'd by the learned and piotis Wi 
Pemble, the other by Dr. Stradling, the late worthy Dea 
Chic heſter; and both of them full of the ſame Points of 
ctrine, and the ſame ways of explaining thoſe Points, 
have employ'd. I refer the Reader. ro the Sermons thill 
ſelves, and ſhall mention here but a Paſſage or two out of if 
of them. - 5 5 a _ 
Mr. Pemble's firſt Poſition is, That True Chriſtian 
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more unhappy than ether Men, if their Happineſs be cons. 
to this Life only are in a worſe ſtate than Epicure: cr 
* Atheiſts, and other ungodly Perſons, &. — in regar n 
* the Nature of true Religion which they profeſs, which 
grees not with the good liking of the World, and there 

* it [the World] cannot agree with That, nor with ll 
that {incerely profeſs it, —— They are Men of another Mee. 
s neration, their Lives are not like other Mens, and th k 
fore the World wonders at them and always ſees, in er 
$ i: i 


Well-doing, a Reproof of their own Evil-doing, &c. 
concludes thus — We ſee then the Point to be plain enou 
that true Chriſtians, barr'd in their Hope in Chriſt, ſor 
Life to come, are more miſerable than other Men; bee 
* all are alike hereafter ; and for this Life, the Godly mi 
* thole Contenments, which the Wicked enjoy; 197, 
5 we miſerable, not only than Men, but than Beaſts alſo Y 
480. 8 e een 
4 Dr. Stradling's ſecond Head , That, apon Suppofitio 
* no better hope [than this Life affords] all good Chr if " 
Mie al 3 
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„ unbaeppy than the moſt Brutiſh Men, hee, than the 
„. that periſh. - For whereas theſe feel Tour miſery 
ben it comes, but do not anticipate, it, &c. Chriſtians 
ae themſelves yet more miſerable by their ſevere Princi- 
1 of Morti fication and Self- denial, debarring themſelves 
{thoſe Comforts and Satisfactions which others enjoy 
fey loſe the good Things here, and fail of thoſe heres 
To theſe modern Inſtances from our own Writers, I ſhall 
that of Mr. Calvin, who ſays, * That Gryllas, in Plu- 
rnb, reaſons wiſely, when he, affirms, that Men, who 
Wire without Religion [i. e. without a ſenſe of God, anda 
lief of future Rewarde ] do not only not excel Brute Beafts, 
are by many degrees far inferior to them. in as much 
athey are liable to various ſorts of Evils, and live always 
04 tumultuary and teſtleſs State. And again There 
zone of us but who would be thought, throughout the 
jtole Courſe of his Life, to aſpire after Immortality. For 
rare aſham'd in nothing to excel the Brute Beaſts, whoſe 
(ditions would be no ways inferior to Ours, if we had 
vt the hope of Eternity after death to ſupport us ft. 
[hall trouble the Reader with one Citation more, out of 
lemaporas ; becauſe the Words of that ancient Writer are 
i full and expreſſive. If (/ays he) Humane Actions 
Fere not to be judg'd, Men would have no Advantage over 
kaſts; indeed, more miſerable than Beaſts would ſuch Men 
WW: ho were always buſied in ſubduing their Paſſions, and 
oproving themſelves in Piety and Juſtice, and every other 
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us pientiſſim&, apud Plutarchum, Grylus ratioctnatur, dum homines 
i gn, 6 ab ebrum Vita ſemel abtir Religio, non modo Brutis Pecudibus 
acellere, fed multis partibus eſſe longè inferiores; ut qui rot/ ma- 
n tormis obnoxii tumultuariam & itrequietam Vitam perpetud tra- 
in, ge. Inſtit. Cap. 1. F. 10. 1 55 1 
Nemo quidem eſt noſtr m qui non videri cupiat ad cœleſtem Immor- 
atem toto vitæ curriculo aſpirare & eniti: pudet enim Nos nulla re 
Keller Bruras Pecudes, quarum Conditio nibiilo noſtrũ inferior fortr, 
Res *ternitatis poſt mortem nobis ſupereſſet. Bid, Cap. 2 . 8 26. 
j Vide Oxon. Ed. p.255. 
B 2 Virtue 


© Virtue.  -At this rate, the Animal and Bellulnd Life wi 
be the beſt; Virtue would be downright Folly ; the th 
of future Vengeance, matter of Sport and Laughter; 
© purſuits of all kind of Pleafure, our chiefeſt Gi 5 ad 1 
© Rule, by which Men and Beaſts ought then equally to g 
© themſelves, would be that belov'd Maxim o the "Epics bi 
© Let ut eat and drink, for to Merrow -we di. 
This laſt Paſſage from Athenagoras includes, and 
ſtrongly affirms all the parts of my Doctrine which have if 
excepted againſt; not only my Poſitions, but the Netioi 
ſelfalſo, on which they are founded; and which now, thi 
fore, I proceed likewiſe to vindicate from the Charge of i 
velty, by the following Authoriries. * 
My Notion (as tis call d) is, That, ſuppoſing the pr 
10 be the only Life we are to lead, I ſee not but that pleaſug 
painful Senſations might be efteen'd the true meaſure of HA 
"eſs and Miſery. This is all I ſay of the matter, there bi 
no other Paſſage of like import with this throughout 
whole Sermon. And have not Archbiſhop Tillotſon, Ml 
Scot, Dr. Sherlock, and Dr. Lucas ſaid the fame thing, 
manner leſs reſer vd, and in Terms of yer greater force 
and compaſs, without giving any Offence (that I know 
to any one of thoſe many ſerious and underſtanding Chriſti 
who daily puruſe their Excellent Writings with Pleaſure WM 
Edification ? 2: 1 | Ly 
Archbp. Tillotſon, Vol. 9. p. 43. © The Determination 
© the Apoſtle is according to the Nature, and the Truth 
© Reaſon of Things, That, if in this Life only we fe 
© hopes, we were of all Men moſt miſerable. For althgſl 


it be true, that, as things now ſtand, and, as the N 
of Man is fram d, good Men do find a ſtrange kind of 

ward Pleaſure and Satisfaction in the diſcharge of 
* Duty, yet every Man that conſults his own Breaſt, will 
* that his Delight and Contentment chiefly ſprings frog 
* hopes which Men conceive, That an Holy and Virol 
s Life ſhall not be unrewarded. And, without sheſe H 
© Virtue is but a dead and empty Name. 
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Mi. p. 265. It EY 25 that there were no Liſe 

beer this, if we had no Expectation of a Happineſs or Mi- 

beyond this World; the wiſeſt thing chat any man 
aud do, would be, to enjoy as much of the preſent Con- 
naments and Satisſactions of this World as he could Fairly 

one at. For if there be no Reſurrection to another Life, 
* Apoſtle allows the reaſoning of the Epicure to be very 


pod; Let us eat and drink, for to morrom we die. 
b. Ss Chriſt. Life, Part iii. Vol. i. Chap. 5. p. 301. 
ders were no other Life after this, it would be folly fo 
tech as to attempt it, [the Enjoythent of God by Cor :: 
ation and Love, and the Imitation of his Perfections ]: 
i what Man in his Wits would ever think it worth the 
(die, ro ſpend a conſiderable part of his Life in waging 
WT Far wich himſelf; mortifying his Affections, croſſing and 
ling out his deareſt Inclinations (which yet he muſt do, 
ber be can arrive at any comfortable degree of divine En- 
pment) if there were na other recompence to be expected 
lat, but to live a few days longer in a rapturous Muſe, 
WT od then lie down in everlaſting Darkneſs and Infenkbiluy ? 
ere he not a Thouſand times better pleaſe and gratihe 


ineelf at preſent, content his craving deſires with the Goods 
n are before him, and take his fill of thoſe ſenſual De- 
babes that readily offer themſelves to his Enjoyment, than 
away from them in a long and weariſom queſt of Spiri - 
ul joys, which, for all he knows, he may never arrive 
Vor, if he doth, is ſure, within a few moments, to be de- 
ud of them for ever: 5 | 
. Sherlock's Practical Diſcourſe concerning a F wy 
_ /. 116, &c. The whole Chriſtian Religion  found- 
(co, and adapted to the Belief of a Future Judgment, and 
WI": very unintelligible Inſtitution without # —— The 
Wl "<nporal Promiſes made ta an Holy and Virtuous Liſe 
bead na farther than Food and Rayment, to our daily 
% gut who would be contented with ſuch a ſcanty 
s on, while he fees the greater Profperity of bad Men, 
WJ digolve in Eaſe and Luxury; where there not a happy 
WT" ff ferv'd for him in the next World? Whereis the Man 
N lj who 
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. wp would. nat; comply wich the DeviPs Temptanon, Wh 
fall down, and worſhip for all the Kingdoms of the Wort 
and the Glory of them, were he not to loſe a brighter at 4 
© Axicher Crown for it: oY 
„ Tp, 319, ce. © Many of our Szvioup's Laws are fon f 
ed on the Suppoſition of a future Judgment, and are e 
* treamly unreaſonable, if there be no Rewards or Puniſhmeni 
* after this Life The only Rule of our Actions wou 
©. Erben] be, to live as long, and to enjoy as much of if 
World as we can. But the Chriſtian Religion will not WM 
*. many Caſes allow of this, and therefore is no Religion if 
*. this World, were there not another World to follow. 
Hew many Reſtraints doth the Chriſtian Religion lay of 
Jus, to leſſan the Pleaſures and Satisfactiops of this Life » 
* teaches us a great Indifferency to all the things of this Wor li 
© but haw unreaſonable is that, if this World be our on, 
place of Happineſs? It commads us to mortiie our fe. 
* ſual Appetites, to cruciſie our Fleſh with its Affections al 
Luſts, to live above the, Pleaſures of the Body, to plug 
5. out our right Eyes, to cut off our tight Hands: But ws 
©. reaſon can there be to deny our felves any of theſe Eno 
ments, as far as is conſiſtent with preſerving our Health, an 
©, prolonging our Lives, if we have no Expectation alt 
Death? Nay „if Men are contented to live a ſhort and 
© merry, Life, what burt is there in it, if Death puis an end off 
them lt forbids earthly Pride and Ambition, an Af 
© Ration of ſecular Honours and Power: Bur why muſt wi 
© fubmitro Meanneſiand Contempt in this World, if this of 
©. the only ſcene of Action we ſhall ever be concern'd in? Fall 
©: mean and baſe Spirit is no Virtue 3 and for the ſame req; 
ſon it can be no Virtye to be contented with a low Fortung 
to be patient under Sufferings, which if they will never 
6. rewarded, is to be patiently miſerable, and that is Stupidit 5 
and Folly: but to have our Converſation in Heaven, to vil 
- upon the hopes of unſeen Things, is madneſs and diſtractioſ I 
C 


„ 


if there be no Heaven, no unſeen Things for us ** 
Neaſons of moſt of the Evangelical Commands, __ 2 
*. terch'd wholly from the other World, and a Future Judgf 
7 5 — = Dy 5 
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iin, Princ, d, Net, Rel. p. 6. lf there be no 
8 thing to be expected as Happineſs or Miſery hereatter, 
a8 37 then the only buſineſs that Men are to take care of, is 
barpreſent well - being in this world: Thete being nothing 
; 1 be counted either good, or bad, but in order to that thaſe 
ug which we conceive to be conducible to it, being the 
(y Duties; and al other things, which are crob ta it, ihe 
ou cy Sins. And cherefere, whatever 4 Man's Appetite ſhall 
WF ccioe him to, he qught not to deny himſelf in it ( ho the 
lag what it will) ſo he can have it or do it, without pto- 
be danger. Suppoſe it be matter of Gain or Profet; he is 
bod 10; if he can cheat or ſteal ſcurely, this will be ſo 
n ſrom being a fault, that ĩt is plainly his duty, that is, rea- 

bable for him to do ; becauſe it is a proper means to pro- 
ne his chief End. And io for other Caſes of Anger, Ha. 
Revenge, Cc. According io this Principle, a Man muſt 
fle che firſt opportunityrof ſatisfying theſe Paſſons, by do- 
TJ 7 any kind of miſchief to the perſon he is offended wah, 
ua victher by falſe Accuſation, or Perjury, or (if need be) by 
WT pioning or ſtabbing him; provided he can do theſe things 
bos wo eſcape the ſuſpicion of others, and human Penaltieb. 
D. Lucas, Enquiry after: Happineſs, port g. p. 245. The 
Icareans confindithe Happineſs of Man c this ſhort Lite 3 
ud by a probable: Conſequence, rt ſoly d it ultimately into 
= be En joyments af the Body. Aid. p. E45. Without an- 
er Life, all other motives to Perfection will be inſufficient. 
"8 {or the*, generally ſpeaking, ſuch is the contrivance of hu- 

vn Nature, G&c. . Yer is certain, that not only in many 

araordinary Caſes, there would be- no reward at all for 
lie, if there were nor one reſerv'd for it in another world, 
WJ "it allo, in moſt caſes, if there were got a future plenſure 
did in finitely outweigh the Enjoyments of this Life, men 
ond ſee no Obligation to Perfection. For what ſbould 
"E's then above the love of this World, if there were uo 
8 ber? or above the love of the Body, if, when they died, 


97 they ſhould be no more for ver eh in 4 0h 
by 1 ractical Chriftianity, Part I 1. Chap. 1. For the Law 
aue being, | humbly conceive, nothing * 


— ns 7s 
a _ We g AS A hy * 
— 5 « FPS Sr AST ee 
* On > 27 * 5 
4 e 
A \ — * - * n 
KqK— N a * — „ 0 — — N 15 
— —— a N r ö , | =... 
* p — — ry ww N 8 * 1 , 
* * 1 4 2 a FTW * : : t — » Fr N 12 : * 
- _ * r — SUFI Ie" p "OY N n L * 
9 M4 . \ 3 - * 


* the Law and Dictates 4 and the buſineſs Rei © 
being, in this reſpe& at leaſt, only to diſtinguiſh bew! 
* Goodand Evil, our Reaſon would talk to us at another ö 
becauſe it would proceed by different Principles: Good 
Evil wauld then perad venture be diſſerent things C trom 
they are at preſent | for whatever would make for the AS 
© ſureand Intereſt of this preſent World, would be good; WM" 
even Pleaſure and Intereſt would not peradventure be N 
fame thing then, as now: For the Soul would not chaliꝰ 
? ſo diſtinct a conſideration and proviſion then, as now: 
© it would not only be lawful, but wiſe for it to become ſei 

* -andiworldly ; and fo the ſame Pleaſute and lntereſt wi 
miniſteti to the Happineſs of both Body and Soul, Cc. WW! 
id Chap. 4. Were there no Life to come, it woulꝗ 
hove every Man to be content with, and make the mo 
this. Nor do I at all doubt, but that Men may manage Of 
Luſts fs, as that they may not be able to infer Reaſon en 
to telinquiſh them, from any influente they have upon "il 
* worldly Intereſt. Or if any one ſhould think it neceſ 
to purchaſe a pleaſure by ſhortning of his Life, or leſſei 
his Eſtate, I cannot ſee why he may not have Reaſon oi 

* ſide : For, A ſhort Life and a merry. one, aud, my , 

t meia Kingdom u would, upon che former Suppoſition Wl 
* : wife: Proverbs : For, upon this Suppoſition, the pleaſur 

© the mind Would be narrow and faint; and the checks of 0 

ſcience none, or inſignificant. 0 = 
Biſhop. Pearſon on the Creed, p. 304, 305. Such 198 

© ſweetneſs of our Sins, ſuch the unnaturalneſs of our Co 
© ptions, ſo great our confidence ob Impurity here, that, WW 
i © cept we looked: for an Account hereafter, it were unreal 
| * able: to EXPECT: that any Man ſhould forſake his Delig 1, | 
| 5: renounce his Complacencies by a ſevere Repentance, ci 
1 < a bitterneſs to his own Soul We are naturally inclo Wl 


on Hearts. All external Rules and Preſcriptions are Wi 
_ © thenſometo us; and did not we look to give an Acc 
© we had no reaſon to ſatisfie apy other Deſires than Wl 
* own, Oe. 1 #4 
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rad 
. | Glanvile 8 — p. 278. If this be all the Life 
| Wit, i. e. the only Life he is to lead] his End and 
p Wl 3 would then be to provide for the Body, and the 


cation of its Senſes. 


Pb /e's Sermon, p. 40 Poor is the Contentment 
can be found in Vartue and. Religion, ih it. firetch ao. 
"her than to the end of this Life Cut from a Man his 
3 N F in Chriſt for hereof. and theyre y mpapatin s Coun- 


5 may be ads ler Virtue 280 8 our Scale t to win 


1 aur, where Men, out of Error, eſteem highly of it: 


nung others, love we Vice, where Virtue is baniſh'd, Cc. 


* by bud wholeſome Counſel, if the day of our Death were the 


noſt period of our Time, beyond which no Happineſs 


vue to be enjoy'd. 0 
. Seradling's Sermons, p. 476. The Immortality if 
Wi: Soul once deny'd, the Concern for it could not be much; 
eag got probable that ſuch Men ſhould pleaſe themſelves 
a pretence of Virture, who denied the future Rewards 


I i t, And from ſuch. Premiſes that Concluſion mention'd 
. Pau! could not but follow, Let as eat and drink, for 
ro we die. It is but reaſonable to imagine that they, 


„e chought they ſhould die like Beaſts, ſhould live like 
ern; Husband * Life the beſt they could, which ſhould 
kt, wer return when once gone, and make it as pleafant as 

ow it was ſhort. Which, if there were no other Life 


cone, was no doubt, a rational Courſe, and the bigheſk 


br | dom, Ce. % | 
9 479. But here 3 may Object, that if there were 


WJ God, no Life to come, yet there 1s much ſatisfaction in 


« $ ving according to the Rules of right Reaſon and Virtue, 


even that Conſideration ſhould oblige men to do ſo, 
ke men moſt happy. bn 
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In anſwer to. this ob ection he eonſeſſes -( A0) 
to live according to thi Rules of right Reaſons molt ag 
able to human Nature, and contucing'to-Happineſs in 
Life: But add. Ir may be queſtionable, whether a 
a Platonical Idea of Vi irtue, periſhing with our- ſelves, | 
© bare moral Corhplacency in it, might, in the” bula: 1 
Reafon weigh down thoſe other more ſenſual” Deli oF" 
© "which gratifie our lower Faculties; or a ſevere ard mo 
« "Virtue, have Charts in it equaßpto all thoſe various Pleaſſi 
© which ſoorh anf'flatter our Appetites.”” And he ſoon a 
ſabjoing theſe admirable Words, "which1 ds in a very pa 
cular manner recommend to the Conſideratiotr of the wi 
of the Letter. Far be it from me to decry moral Viri 
* which'even Heatliens have granted to be a Reward to it f 5 7 
but ſurely, in rhe caſe of Annihitation, very ſhort of a 
© Compleat one.” And to cry it up, as fome ds, to the we 
© ning of our Belief and Hope of the Immortality of the 8d 
© 'however at firft pluſh it may ſeem Plauſtbleg” 17, in effect 
© 'better than à ſubtile Invention to ruin Virtue by it (i 
© ſince it cannot poffibly ſubſiſt hut by the belief and fupy | 
* of another Life, ec, P. 481, 4.82, 482. [AI + 
The Letter- Weiter (unknown: he is, abdrebblves to 
cannot, 1 perſwade my felf, even in his privacy read, t 
Citations, without bluthing, aſter the confident Charge 4 
hath advanced againſt me, of preaching New Doctrine. 
he had not any of theſe Pallages in his Eye (as one would M 
Charitably inclin'd to fuſpect) the Accuſation is" extrem 7 
Raſh; if he bad, cis boſs's and diſhoneſt, - Either way, t 
is little room to hope for any Candor, or common Ni 1 
the management of this Diſpute, from a man who tays lf 
F oundation of his Reaſonings in ſo notorious an Untruth. Wl 
St. Auftin, as I find him cited by Crotiu, was nc ; 
the ſame Sentiments. Auguſtinuss, blatt; præmiis poni 
poſt banc vitam, verum r als 4 eli kim, ; 
Mat 'q th. xvi. 2 | = 
"Latrantius ( peaks very largely, and very E.mphatically 5 
the ſame purpoſe ; where he argues apainſt the Opinion W 
Epicurus concerning the Soul's Mortality. 1 wil not 0 * 
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: 5 7 0 with a Tranflation 4 FA Paſſages. $, Quis cum 
MT. fcmari audiat, vitiis & ſceleribus abſtineat? Nam, ſi 
f 4 r funt anime, appetamus divirias, ut omnes ſuavi- 
dere peſſimus. Que ſi nobis deſunt, ab iis qui habent 
mus; clam, dolo; vi; eo magis, ft humanas res Deus 
=_.: curet : quan docunque ſpes impuitatis arriſerit, rap — 
nes Veuptt bes igitur, quoquo modo poſfa- 
WT {rv lamius./ Brevi enim tempore nülli erimus omnino. 
Ws cullum diem, nullum temporis punctuba fluere nobis fi- 
WS \oluptate patiamur; ne quia ipſi quandoque peritürĩ fu- 
idm quod viximus,pereat. Lib." 3. Self; 17: Again, 
Mins (oli hominr data magno argumente eſt Immortales 
o; que nec erit ſecundum naturam, ſi anima Extir 
: buic enim præſenti vit noeet, c. Si ergo & 
iber its bonis hominem, quæ natüralter appettintur, 
4 ſoſtinenda mala impellit, quæ gurraliter fugiuntur; 
s malum eſt Virtus, & inimica natura, ſtultumque ju- 
5 Kare neceſſe eſt qui eam | ſequitur, quoniam ſe ipſe ledir & 
beendo bona præſentia, & appetendo que mala ſine 
Wh fructus amplioris, G 1 Lid. 7. 7. Sed. 9. 
ee 1 urge any farther Authorities? perhaps, the Names 
, Lock and Monſ. Paſchal may be of greater v eight 
WH me Men than moſt of thoſe I have mention d; and 
bre a few Lines, taken from either Writings, ſhalk 
Wt theſe Citations. BERU? 
ot Haman Underſt. Book 1 1. Ch. 21. Set. JF. x 
WW. If Mes in this Life only have hope, if in this Lite 
Willy they can enjoy, tis not ſtrange, nor unreaſonable, 
% ſhould ſeek their Happineſs, by 5 things 
an diſcaſe them here, and by preferring all that delight 
eu,; wherein it will be no wonder to find Variety and dif- 
WJ rence : for if there be no proſpect beyond the Grave, 
ee Inference is certainly right, Let zu eat and Drink, let 
cy what we delight in, for to morrow we die. | 
lachal, according to his way, hath rather hinted than 
expreſod the ſame thoug®. However, thoſe who are 
Wanted with his manner of Writing, will eaſily learn his 
aon, from what follows; *Fis certain, that either the 
ulis mortal, or immortal, And the Rules of — 
| 4 
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Mr. Pemble, Dr. Stradling, &c. Nor are theſe Aſſeri 
that dropt from their Pens by chance, but deliver d by . 
| in Places where they profeſs to conſider and State the p 
| in Queſtion ; and where, yer, they have expreſs'd themſe 0 bl 
| with (at leaſt) as few Guards and Reſtrictions as I have d 
It may, I think, even from hence be preſum d, that | am 
much miſtaken in what I have laid down, ſince I have fa 
1 into like thoughts with theſe Mriters, without knowing ( 
3 ſure, withour attending in the leaſt to) what they had * f 
L ten on the Subject; eſpecially, ſince I have the Honour 


5 : s ; - 29 5 
Fl , to agree with Archbilhop Tillotſon, One, who in my 
bi (pinion, wrote, and reaſon'd as juſtly as any Man of 


rs plain chat cheſe Writers generally built their Opi- 
a Rcaſonings on that very Text of St. Paul, which 
ie to my Diſcourſe; and it being very probable that 
ri very probable alſo that I, have not miſtaken his 
wo che Second Article of my Accuſation runs, That 


arine I have deliver'd is extremely. Foreign from the 
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10 ü of the A poſt le on whom 1 fix it. 


be two Propoſittons which I profeſs to maintain, 


e Firſt is this, that, without Hope in another Life, 
AT 101d be more miſerable than Beaſts. Now this I am 


dom fixing expreſly on the Apoſtle, as the Letter- 


rl: 2fficms, that he himſelf, in other Places, repreſents 
* FW nen it to be agreeable to the Apoſtles pur- 


0 th? not neceſſarily implied in the Letter of the Text: which 
Wc: nearer to the Truth; for it is with regard to this pro- 
chat I profeſs to urge (what ] call) rhe Conceſſion of 


„le ſomewhat fart her than the Letter of the Text will 
*. And therefore, after enlarging on this firſt Propo- 
| conclude by ſimply affirming the Truth of it, with- 


cecching the Authority of St. Paul, or even alluding to 


he Ys refſions : whereas I refer to both, at the cloſe of the 


, and ſay, that on the Accounts | before mention'd } 
e Apoſtle lays down in the Text, it evidently aud ex- 
"nie; true; That, if in this Life only good Men had 
ey were of all Men moſt miſerable. It is then an 
Tic: in bim, to repreſent me as equally building theſe Us- 
Truths on tbe Authority of the Apoſtle. I ſpeak 
WT of the undoubted Truth of the Apoſtle's Conceſſion ; 
| expreſlp limit that Conceſſion ro the latter of 
wo Propoſitions, without entitling the Apoſtle to the 
abt of for the Truth of which, make my ſelt (not him) an- 

able. 


: Where is (I grant) room ſtill left for a Caviller to miſres 


amy meaning; and, therefore, he tells me, thas © I 


ae Argument, into which I bave put this firſt Prope- 
[> | 11110, 
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Place, town, that I have enlarg d on the Apoſtle's Argum 


all Men moſt Miſorable) by cheſs that follow (r Chrifh 


as a farther Explication only of what had preceded; Ha 


wx [ 
E 
a nel 


C * 
© firion, 3bar greet Argument for a future State, which f 
© ged By St. Paul in the Words before us.” But why m 


needs call it ſo, as including that Propoſition; fince in thef = 


' * if [ 
rhad is, extended it (as I elſewhere ſpeak) ſomewhat fa 4 
Zhan the Letter of the Text will carry me Ves, but in y 


raphraſe upon the Text, 1 explain' thoſe Words (We g 


ſhould be the moſt abandon d and wretched of Creatures: 
by Creatures, my froward Interpreter will underſtand Beg 
forgetting that the Scripturral uſe of that Word deter mi 
ſometimes to Men; particularlyin the Text, where our Say] 
commands his Diſciples to Preach the Goſpelto every Creat 
I ſuppoſe, he meant not, to the brute Creatures of the Ait, 
Sea, or the Field: For then St. Franca, lam ſure, wi 
have obeyed this Command much better than either St.] 
or St. Peter, By Creature, here; we are to underſtand, f 
fonable Creature; and ſo this perverſe Gentleman might 
he pleafed, have underſtood it, in that Paſſage of my 
mon ; and have taken, what follows there concerning 
other ſorts and ſets of Men, not as a diſtin& Propoſition, 


not been very eager to find out miſtakes in what I have! 
he would not thus in one place have ſtrain'd my Word: 
ſuch a Senſe, as he owns in another they will not bear; 

have ventur'd to ſay, and unſay the (ame thing in a few 
ges, rather than miſs this ſmall occaſion of a Cavail. 

As to my Second Propoſition, That © were there nol 
(or, had we no hope of a better State) after chis, the 
Men would be often the moſt miſerable ( all other forts 
* ſets of Men having the Advantage of us Chriſtians, u 
ſuch a Suppolition) — I da indeed fix it expreſly on the 
file ; and am now ready to prove, that I have not ſadly . 
at all) miſtaken his meaning. VV 3 

Tie Apoſtle's words are, Hin this Life onlywe bave bo 
Chriſt, we are of all Men moft miſerable. Wherem ha 
miſapprehended bim? A 


B 
—— 
1 — 
tres. 
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. becauſe I ſuppoſe thoſe Corinthians, whoſe Opinions 
ee eencounters, to have disbeliev'd a Future State, as well 
ef ne the Reſurrection of the Bodyt᷑ | No Man, who reads, this 
m 7 mier, can ſuppoſe other wiſe, Leſs Cannot. be ſignifi d 
„by chat Phraſe in the Text, which ſpeaks of them, as 
Hope in Chrift in t bis Life only.  Saddueizing Chriſti- 
a | vppoſe they were, Who ſaid, mam 29 Reſurrect ien, 
„Angel nor Spirit, Acts 23. 8. affirming perhaps with 
, and Philetas, that the Reſurrection was paſt al- 
2 Iim. 11. I), 18. and that, what our Saviour had 
on that Head, was not to be underſtood, Literally, but 


e Death of Sin to the Life of Righteouſneſs, by the 
acy of the Chriſtian Doctrine, and the Operation of a 
Nie Principle on the Hearts of Believers. The Sadduces 
d, and ſo it is likely, did theſe Corinthians, that Virtue 
ice were a ſufficient Reward to themſelves ; and there- 
mat future Rewards and Puniſhments were not neceſ- 
s juſtifie the preſent diſtributions of Providence. How- 
hat they deny'd a Future State, either expreſly, or by 
Win Conſequence, is evident from ſeveral of St. Pauls Rea- 
ins in this Chapter, which are of no force but only upon 
WW: Suppoſition, as Origen in his Comments on St. Matt be- 
ey and irrefragably proves. It will not be neceſſary to 
uce his words, ſince the Letter -Writer ſeems to have yield- 
dis point, where he owns that St. Paul is here arguing 
dgainſt ſome very weak Perſons in the Church of Corinth, 
do profeſs'd to believe in Jeſus Chriſt, and yet denied the 
Weciera! Reſurrection, and conſequently (ſays he) the Re- 
Wards of a future State. | | 

n | then miſtaken in extending the Apoſtle's Aſſertion to 
itians in general? WE are of all Men moſt miſerable! 
, V, and I, and All, who profeſs to live up to the 


6 kt! The Letter-Writer ſhall vouch for me in this reſpect 


— — — 


5 R 
4 ' joſeph, Ant. L. 13-6 . Bell. ud. Lib. 2. C. 8. 


IPRS" * e 


3 


alſe 


5 | gorically, of the new Birth of the Soul, and of us riſing | 


a Rules of the Chriſtian Inſtitution, without a future Pro- 


alſo: for be thus expounds — word WE, W: cb 
All who now believe in Cbriſt; in which Expoſition 3 
conſtant and uniform, that I need not, in order to my ai 
tage 1 may draw from thence in the preſent diſpute, be 
trouble of proving the Truth of it. ES 
T uus far then we are agreed. In what Points do we MM 
why, chicfly, if not wholly in This; that I make tha 
weral Propofition. and acconimodate it to all Times, bi 
Apoſtle hath made à particular one, hy accommodeting i 
vifeſtly to the Times of the bittereft Perſecution!, what h 
being ſpoken merely with reſpect to the bitter Sufferin 
Profeſſion of Chriftranity then expos'd it's Profeſſari to. 
this Head I join Iflue with him; and proceed thereffi 
prove that St. Pauls Aſſertion is not (as he affirms) 1M 
ro the Times of the moſt grievous Perſecution. That WM 
eludes them, I have ond: but that it is confin'd to 
I abſolutely deny; and, I think, with good Reaſon. Wi 
as to the words themſelves, there is nothing in thei 
ſounds that way, or points particularly at the Caſe of 
cution. Tis own'd, that the Apoſtle ſpeaks here of Chi 
in general, that is, of Chriſtians, as diſtinguiſh'd from 
Sects and Profeſſions of Men: why muſt theſe Chil 
need be con ſider'd, as in a ſuffermg State? What G 
what Colour is there for ſuch a Reſtriction? There a 
two things urg'd, or infinuated by the Leiter- Writet in- 
of it. And One of them is, the Coherence of the Tex 
the preceding Verſe, where mention is made of ti 
were fallen aſleep in Cbriſt; which Expreſſion he wou 
lingly ſo uncerſtand, as if it were intended particularly Wi 
nihe the Martyrs, who had laid dows their Lives for CO 
fake, and lied not only in bis Faith, but for it. And in 
if the Apoſtle be there ſpeaking: of the Martyrs, ang 
Sufferings, it will be natural to underſtand what follow 
the next Verſe, of a ſuffering State, and of that only. 
this Reſtriction is altogether as groundleſs as the former. 
by :hoſe who were fallen aſteep in Chrift, the Apoſtle mani 
weans, got the Martyrs alone, but all departed Chris 
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Learned Gataker 4 * from various Authorities, 
f torbecar to repeat, becauſe the think is otherwiſe ſuffi- 
(Evident, for the of zo1pnSeVies iy xœ sd, v. 18. are 
oppoſed to thoſe who were ſtill living, of whom the 
Wi: pake in the 1 7th v. And therefore he adds (v. 20.) 
ait, by riſing, became the firſt Fruits of them that. 
7 14141 Wir. Now Chriſt was not the firſ Fruits 
WS Rclurrection, in reſpect of the Martyrs only, but of 4 
ted in the Chriſtian Faith; and therefore They, who. 
(en aſteep in Chriſt, mult comprehend all that died in 
„eh ot Chriſt, whether by Martyrdom, or otherwiſe. 
poſtle employs the ſame word twice more in this Chap- 
6. where he affirms Chriſt, after his Reſurrection, to 
ben ſeem by five hundred Brethren at once; of whom 
Wc) the greater part remain unto this preſent, but ſome 
Wien aſleep, Ee b⁰⁰u .. Again, v. 31. We ſhall nor 
es co: wntucgurda) but we ſhall all be changed. In 
bee places, Sleeping are oppoſed to Living, not to Mar- 
ö cbriſtians; and fo likewiſe, . 1 Theſ. iv. 15. We, which 
ve, and remain unto the coming of the Lord, ſhall not 
I them who are aſleep, Tag xis. Nor is there 
: Paſſage in the New Teſtament f, where the Word 
n its metaphorical Senſe) {ignites otherwiſe, For, as 
rss ſaid of St. Stephen, that be fell aſleep, £01 ply, 
m. 60.) it means no more than that he died, though, 
be Circumſtances of his Death, before related, it ap- 
chat he died by Martyrdom. 
v willing to clear the Senſe of this Phraſe beyond Diſ- 
becauſe, leading to the Aſſertion of the Text, it is of 
uſe to ſhew the Extent of it, and to prove that it is not 
_ tbe Times of the moſt grievous Perſecution, as this 
peremptorily affirms, However, he bath ſtill another 
ce of this Limitetion in reſerve. For, that St. Paal 
un this merely wich reſpect to the bitter Sufferings the 
dr. Miſc. Cap. 17. > 268 -.  - EL 
Mt þ, xxviie 52. John xi. 11. 11. Acts xiii, 36. 1 Cor. vii. 39. 
. 1 Theftiv. 13. 14. 2 Fet. ii. 4 


8 | *Profeſion 


who ty d themſelves up to the ſtrict Practice of them; t 


c * 
1 | 


* Profeffion of Chriſtzanity expos'd irs Profeffors toy, is (he ſays) * 


dent from Verſes 30, 3 , 32. The words of which hn thog ; Anj 


the Dead riſe not at all] why And we in Jeopardy every hour 19 
| " which 1have in Chrift Jeſus our Lord, that Ide 
aftiſ the manner of Men have fought with Beafft at Epheſus, 
profitech it me, if the dead viſe not. Let us eat and drink, for to ni 
we die, That St. Paul, in theſe Verſes, argues for the Reſurrection WAS 
Future State, from the grievous Sufferings bf Chriſtians, is indeed Evid = 
but is it Evident from hence, that he argu'd from the very ſame To 


7 rejoicing, whic. 


Eleven Verſes before, where nothing of that kind is ex preſs'd, or intim 


I ſhovld rather think, that he proceeds here to prove his Point by ai 
Medium, not before particularly inſiſted on, This, as it is in it ſelf Wi 
probable, ſo is it in it {elf moſt agreeable to St. Pauls manner of hani 
the preſent Argument. For, however his Reaſonings in theſe. and ꝗ 
parts of this Chapter, may, upon a flight view of them, ſeem to f 


with each other ; yer, uͤpon a cloſer Examination, we ſhall find the 
have been propos d by him with great variety and diſtinctibr. 


But we will ſuppoſe that the Apoſtle argues from the ſame: Mediu a 


both theſe places, and that the 30rh, 31/t, and 32d Verſts, are a 


Comment in his Aſſertion in the 29th; it will even from hence api 


that his Aſſertion is not limited to the Caſe of Perſecution, becauſe i 
laſt of theſe three Verſes, there is ſomewhat laid down, inconſiſtent 
the ſuppoſal of ſuck a Limitation, , For the Apoſtisthertepliioly all 
that if the dead ariſe not, it might be reaſonable to reſolye with the 
of this World, Let us eat and drink, for to morrow we die... Let us p 
and gratifie our ſelves with what we like beſt, and be as eaſie as we 
© be in this World, ſince we haye no Proſpect ot another 
* His Doctrine here is far from being pointed on the particular C 
Perſecution: it relates to the ordinary and quiet Courſe of Things; 
manifeſtly implies, that, without hope in anothen Efe the Auſte 
of Religion would be an unneceſſary Intrenchment on the fürn e 
at is, the 

Men would by this mean [as well as by reaſon of rhe Süfferings to vi 
they are expos'd] become the [leaſt happy, or the] molk; thiſerble, * 
this is the very thing that l have affirm'd, in my Seconl Prepaſerion ; 


cept only, that IL have qualify'd it with the Word, eſten g thereby: mak e 


allowance for thoſe Caſes, wherein Men of excellent Minds, may po 


by a long Practice of Virtue, have rendred even the Heights and Rigg 7 


of it delightfal, and brought their Duty and Happineſs to de in et 


Cafe conſiſtent, without attending ro the Rewards of k Future 8 5 


But theſe Inſtances are fo rare, that the Apoſtle ſe ma cave ovet lot 
them in his Deciſion; and therefore declares in general, that, if 
Dead riſe not, the Inference would be juſt; Let us eat and drin k, fo 


u lerted, when I thus explain'd theſe Words in py So, PIP 
Preſest to be the only Life wa art te ltd, I fob 


„ . . 


n chu. 45 * 
| 4 


, . «C95 TH. end al hh 1 belt 
morrom we die. And his, Steps therefore I followed, his Dogrine ! , 


N 


b in theſe refÞetts, they may be called the happier Creature of che 
mjoying greater Pleaſures, allayed with fewer Pains : and fv, evetg y 


* 1 A 
Ul 4 ” 


plztion : for in the Original it Was read otherwiſe; the firſt Member 
& Sentence ending with the Woörds, what auwantageth it me? and 
et beginning with thoſe, 7f the Dead riſe not. [If after he man- 
i Mn 1 hawe fought with 'Beaffs ar Epheſus, whar advantageth it 
if the Dead riſe not, Let us eat and drink, for to morrow we die} 
yay of reading the Words, compleats the Senſe of the laſt Clauſe, 
1 would otherwiſe be too abrupt, and disburthens the firſt of a double 
| yhereby. the Conſtr uction Is render'd intricate, 

Thus therefore moſt of the Greek Expvlitors divide the Verſe, particu- 
. Cry ſoſtome, and 'Thepphyla#'; Thus the Pſcudo- Ignatius (and 
y antient luterpreters) in the Epiſtle ad Tarſenſes, read it * ; thus 


a 
4 ue cites it, in his Comments f; thus the ArabicÞ Verſion hath 
ut edit: nor doth it appear that the Vulgar Latin reid it otherwiſe: 
a redet 2/55; of that Verſion being in Capitals, without any Diitin- 
he WW of Words, the preſent way of pointing them is of no Authority. Da- 
s pl Edition of Bexa's N. T. fo divides the Verſe, both im the Greek 


b his Verſion, Piſcator, therefore, Credius, and others juſtly con- 


Fncing Reaſons for it. However, without ſuch a Diviſion, the Senſe 
k Apoſtle is ſtill the ſame and ſufficiently plain; as I'might ſhew from 


their Names at the Bottom“; and the Reader may be aſſur'd, that 
Wt them, though they tollow the uſual way of pointing this Verſe, yet 
0 ke the Apoſtle to have allow'd the Epicure's Maxim to be good, if 
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wbere were no Reſurrection. And the Terms, in which ſeveral of 
u «liver his Meaning in this caſe, are much fuller and ſtronger than 
maß deve employ'd to that purpoſe in my Sermon. „ 
pol therefore as the Context can guide us into the meaning of St- 


—Z—ͤ— — 


1 © 7 Pat, Apoſt. Vol. 2. p. 107, 138,156. Ed. Clerk, 
12 xii, 1 3. 1 ek. 
lkcodorer, 1 Martyr. 


1 aämenius. Tilem. Heſhuſius. 
„ugs r ee 
ei Andr. Hyperius. 
ſing alas. Annot. Author, Syn. Dordr. 
M | FPj)piſcopius, de (ib, Arbitr. cap. 4. 
/ nd | Paul, 


y might bunter . or painful Senſations. Which be- 
ranted, ic will flow, that R 
Cf o, 


Propoſition, though it be not contain d expreſly in St. Pauls Words, 
fil be found perfectly agreeable to his Doctrine, and manher of Rea 
„ nenne 226 3 | 267) LIST 1 5-3 {+ .; 


me add one thing, te prevent an; Cavil, which inay be rais dabeöt 
Laſe of theſe, Words; that the Verſe is pointed wrong in our Engliſh” 


or this diviſion ; and who pleaſes may, in the latter of theſe, (ce very 


ſetimony of various Ex poſitors, if that were requiſit. I ſhall only 
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Paul, we may now refbaffur'd, As he did not intend to Limit rhe 
tion of the Textmerely to the Times of moſt grievous Perſecution, Wi 
Indeed, were his Aſſertion ſo limited, his Argument would not be 
clufive; Chriſtians nor being of all Men moſt miſerable, merely or 

account of their Perſecutions and Sufferings /: for the Jews had been 
and have been ſince, perſecuted for adhering to their Religion in (at (Wn 
an equal degree with the Chriſtians. No one can doubt of this, who & 

che Story of that People, their Sufferings, during their ſeveral Captiva 
and under their ſeveral Conquerors, and particularly in the Times of 
.Maccabees, Of theſe Sufferings St. Paul hath given a very copious 
moving Deſcription in the 1 1th Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Hebrew 
order to fortifie the new converted Fews, by propoſing to them the H 
Patterns of Patience under Affliction, and Conſtaney in the Religion, 
had been ſer by their Forefathers : implying certainly, that the luſſi 
of Conſtancy and Patience which he propos d, were as remarkable a8 t 
to vhich he invited Chriſtians by the means of them, In later Ages, 
the Perſecutions of Chriſtiant were very great, yet thoſe of the en: Wl 
not leſs violent. For, after the miſerable laughter made of them an 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem, they were ſcattered into all Corners of the KY 
driven from one Kingdom to another, oppreſs'd, ſpoil'd, and det 
every where; and ſometimes even maſſacred, and extirpated. Per 
tions therefore, having been the common and equal Lot of en 

Chriſtians, Chriſtians cannot be ſaid to be of ad Men moſt miſe 
merely on the account of thoſe Perſecutions. It muſt be ſomewhat 
liar to the Evangelic Inſtitution, ſomewhat that diſtinguiſhes the Un 
ſtian Scheme of Duty from all others, which gave riſe to this Deciſi 

K | the Apoſtle : and that plainly is, the Sublimity and Rigour of thoſeſ 

. cepts of Mortification add Self- denial, by which Chriſtians are oblięſ 

walk, to govern their inyard Thoughts as ſtrictly as their outward 

ons, to reſiſt their deareſt Appetites, and moſt natural Inclinations, ll 

ſ! taſte even the innocent and allow'd Pleaſures of Life but ſparingly may 

12 word, to hve as it were out of the Body, even while they continue ll 

and are chain'd to it. Now, no ſtruggle of this kind can be joyous 

grievous, while it laſts: and it laſts uſually, in ſome degree or oth 
long as Life it ſelf; a compleat Maſtery of our Appetites being vhaßß 
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: beſt of Men in this Life do very 2 attain, So that the State of QA 

15 Kians, even when they are not actually perſecuted, is yer a perpetual 

if of Warfare, and voluntary Sufferings ; ſuch, as neither the Profel\gl 
[; | the Jewiſh Religion, nor of any other Religion, but that of Chriſt, ny 
ever bound to undergo, And this Conſideration, added to that oy 


external Sufferings to which Chriſtians are expos d, is indeed fu "=. 
(tho? thoſe Sufferings, in themſelves conſider d, be not ſufficient) to 
the Apoltle's Aſſertion, that, without Hops in another Life, Chr 
would be the (leaſt happy or) meſt miſerable of all Men. 4 
But it the Apoſtle's Argument (when limited to a ſtate of perſecii 


be not concluſive in general; it is much leſs ſo with teſpect "I 26 | 


„, to whom it is particularly addreſs d, and who gaye rife to that 
. in the Text, on which his Inference is there founded. For, 
aan Aſſertion, relating merely to à bitter flare of Perſecution, 


'Y en in ſuch à State, fince the Goſpel was firſt planted among them 
_ tc Corintbiens had been then grievouſly (or at all) perſecuted, ap- 


WE. oc from Eicclefiaſtical Hiſtory, or the Sacred Writings. On thecon- 


ey are repreſented by the Apoſtle himſelf in this very Epiſile, ag 
ng in Wealth and Eaſe, and free from all external Preſſures and 
bs. Now ye are ful, now ye are rich ( ſays he) ye have reigned 
as, wie heut as, 1 Cor. iv. 8. The Shciſms and Divifions, the hei- 
uporities, the Intemperance and Litigiouſneſs, with which he re- 
e ſome of them, are ſufficient Evidences that they had not as yet 
acer any general Perſecution ; for theſe are the Vices of Proſperity 
TW bandance. The only difficulty they ſeem then ro have lain under 
_ : T-mpcation to partake of the publick Feaſts of their Fellow Citizens, 
Which they fed upon the Sacrifices offered to Idols, Theſe Enrertain- 
WW vere very grateful to a People naturally lovers of Pleaſure, and bred 
i: aſc and Luxury, as thoſe of Corinth were; and perhaps the Chii- 
of that place might find themſelves under ſome little Incenveniences 
riuſing co partake of them. | 
JT but furely nothing of this kind could deſerve the Name of an Afiction, 
„ales of 2 Perſecurion ; and therefore with relation to theſe, and al} 
ſi: Tryals of their Stedfaſtneſs, which they had hirherro met with, the 
ile expreſly affirms, that us Temptation (i.e. no Afﬀiition ; for ſo 
ond, res, often fignifics in the N. T.) had talen them 
ich as was common to Man, Chap. x. v. 13 that is, none but what 
ordinary, and eaſie to be born. Thefe being the Circumſtances undef 
chthe Corinthians then were, and the Argument, which the Apoſtle 
a dvances in behalf of a future State, being intended to reach their 
ticular Caſe: can we think it pothble, that he ſhould draw it merely 
Jn 2 State of grievous Sufferings, and bitter Perſecutions, to which thoſe 
"bios were utter Strangers? No certainly, when be conclydes the 
Within Chriſtians more miſerable than other Men, who hag not em- 
Wd Chriſtianity ; ic muſt be on the acconnt of ſomewhat, which, as 
'itians, they had actually felt; at leaſt, not purely for a Reaſpn, the 
of wbich they had no way experienc d, 8 
ke argues indeed, afterwards in the ſame Chapter, v. 30, 31, 32, 
"the Head of Perſecution, But when he doth ſv, we may obſetve, that, 
nt propriety and juſtneſs, he confines his Reflections of that kind ro 
elf, and his own particular Sufferings. Tis he that fought with Beaſt; 
pdeſus, v. 32. that died daily, v. 31. that was in jeoparay every 
I”. v. 30. and 'tis his own Folly that he there proclaims, and condemns, 
be fuffer'd all this, without a well grounded hope of a Future Reward : 


* hol, on the account ( much leſs ſolely on the account) of Sufferings, which 
as never ndergone. | C : Upon 


1 Wl: the Caſe of thoſe Corinthians, who neither then were, nor had 


by it he doth not endeavour (there, or elſeyhere) to prove the Corinthians 
. 


# 265 ; 
© Ss | CEE? 
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P pon the'whole, therefore, 1 conclude, that when St:\Pay? ſayt, 
in this'Life only we have hope in CH 


i this Life 6 de hope in Chrif, We are of all hug ni 
He tiers conſiders | kriftians, as den ing the mſel des in the Pleaſure 
- Advanrages of this World, for the fake of Chriſt, and Hor mere 
perſscuted for their Chriſtiagity, © TT J nt 092g 

Nothing now remains toward makifig god this futerpretation o 
Paul s words, but to ſhew that the Stream of Expofitbrs falls in vit 
And ſo, indeed, it doth, For this Text hith'been thys ex pouhded by W 
ters both ancient and modern Greek and Latin; by papiſts and PAM 
ſtants'; Lutherans and Calviniſts; by Divines of the Church of EN 
and by thoſe who ſepirared from her Cotnfiurfibn, What our on Divi 
have ſaid in this Cafe,” (even when they profefs?d Ko eplain the Tex 
have amply ſhewn : “ As to ottiet Authorities, rhe narrow Bdunds UT 
Preface (already too much extended) WII not ællod me to recire rhe 
Terms. I can only refer the Reader tothe Authors themſelves, 4 
ſpeak very home to tlie point, and dd alf of them repreſear' the ll 
ſites Deciſion as built on the peculiar Difadvantages which Chriſtian g 
under in point of Worldly Enjoymebts; and not as reſtrain'd merely WM 
State of Perſecution,” And theſe (had T room to produce them) woul 
fo many freſh Evidences of the Rafhneſs, or infincerity of my Acc 
where he repreſents the Aſſertions by me laid down, to'be ſuch as was 
ver betore ſeriouſſy maintain d by any Perſon ot Virtue and Underfft 
ing. | rg vg W 
Having now fully conſidered the two firſt Articles of his Charge, 
ſewn, that my Doctrine is ſo far from bèing New, that it is mainra_l 
by che moſt Pious and Judicious Pens, and is exactly agreeable to the 8 
of St. Paul; am the leſs concern ditHoreughly to amine hat is 
of it, under the third Head of Accuſation, viz. that it is falſe and pern 
ous in ic cif, For if the Authority of thoſe'Eminent Writers, and 
rhe Bleſſed Apoſtle himſelf will not juſtify it in that reſpect, nothing 
will. Beſides, in the baſſages which [have before cited at large from 
own Divincs, mot of the Reflections and Reaſonings; Which make 
the Truth of both my Pœſtions, are already ſuggeſted; and there 
need not here be repeated and apply' d to every little Exception made 
this Author. Nor hath he himſelf put me under any neceility of do 
it by his Method of attacking my Do&rine : for he pretends-only to pre 
it faiſe, by ofiring ſome O5ſervations on my manner of proceeding iu 
Argument I haue undertaken : as if Ol ſerwations on my manner of 5 
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nom add to tbem, Aſemblics Notes upon the Place. Gataker 
Vers. cap. 17. Jackion. Jol. 3. p. 456. 5 2 1 ; = 

+ Theophylact. Pludo Ambroßus. Hieronymus. Anſelm. Wn 
mig. Ep. Rem. Eraſmus. Calvin. Luther, Marlorat. juſt ista 
Arietius. Hugo de Santo Charo. Muſculus. Cornelius 2 Lap. Cla 3 
Guillznd. David Paræus. Tileman. Heſunus. Piſcator Epiſcopius, Bl 
4b. Arb. c. 4. Mr. Lock. WE. | 
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WW; tis Argument. would getermine tha Truth ar-Falſhood of tho i 
oent it {elf ©. And yet this is the Mark at which his Ten grave Ob - 


, chiefly aim; not to prove the Doctrine it ſelf falſe; Vt wy, . 
ce of it weak and improper. And therefore he propoles every, one, 5 
en vich ſome Phraſcs of Admiration, which may be worthy of N 
ous Readers Feruſal. 1. J hath (he ſays) a very ſtrange Sol | 
GS; 11s is very range way of proceeding... 2. 1ti likewiſe as un- | 
„e. 3. It again wonderful, 4. It 4. wonderfully” ſtrange, it 3 
b range. . Ou the other hand it us equally fl range, 6. It i liłe- | 
aaccountable. It is extreamly unaccountable. 8. It looks wer ſtrange - |. 
) vi 1n-ccountable, g. It is likewiſe very u naccountable, 10. Laff of all | 


1 nor bat think it very ſtrange. Now all tbele Exclamations of 
* | wonderful ! unaccount able! manag d with ſy happy a variety 


WS prciioo) have plainly a Perſonal View; and ſo have the Reflections 
clres, which are uſher'd in by them; being intended rather to dif 


ene, than diſprove my Doctrine; and, indeed, to diſprove the one 
/ diſparag ing the other. How this is confiſtent with his ſolemn All- 


of being acted by xo other Principle but a deſire that the Truth 
Hon in ſo important a matter, I do not apprehend ; and muſt | 


coil: |cave to reli this Exclaimer, in my turn, that, if that were his real 

2 is manner of Proceeding is very ſtrange, wonderful, and unab- oo 
{Ss What tendency hach it, towards a diſcovery, of Truth in"this 

rast matter, to ſpend two Pages in proving, that when I call the 3 


WT: « Concellion. of the Apoſtle, I ſpeak improperly ? Surethe Fortunes 


ata ce do not depend upon ſuch Criticiſms as theſe! the Merits of our 
ere are ng ways concern'd in my uſe of an improper Expreſſion! which 
is WS ll is not ſo improper, it ſeems, but that the Letter-Writer himſelt , 
ru chafes co employ it in the very fame Senſe, and upon the very ſame. 
nd don, a few Pages afterwards; where having produc d what he calls 
o TE: plication. of the Text, he adds, This is in Truth a Conceſſion. And 
by 


©, ſo alſo is the Text it ſelf, in that Senſe at leaſt wherein I under- 
i to let this and ſome other material Remarks) paſs 


If there 


de WTF") thing in his Ten Obſervations, . which deſerves a Reply, tis what he 
do” urg'd in the Fourth ot them; which ſeems indeed to be directly le- 


WF 222init the Truth of my Doctrine. And becauſe it contains in it 
om of what he hath elſewhere looſely ſcattered to the ſame purpoſe, 
ase me an Opportunity of propoſing at one View, and briefly 
i, what Itake to be the very Truth in this important matter, 
WT! ciicrefore be particularly confider'd. He there obſerves, that 
ei Happineſs ot any Being, in whatſoever State it is, or of 
yy cr Duration irs Life is, muſt reſult from the moſt excellent par? 
oy” Cn/ficnution; that the Happineſs of a Being made capable of 
is God, though for never ſo ſhort a time, muſt conſiſt in that 


us, ion; that Virtue 25 the Imitation of God, and therefore muſt be 
mm x doppineſs of Man. Tat the chief Happineſs of 8 Reaſonable Crea- 
— 5 _ ne” — . — 

— 8 -» . — 8 
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ture muſt conſiſt in Tiving as K. on . whether be lives ene 
* or ſe Eternity; whether he lives jn this State only, or in another aff 
. wards; whether he hath Inclinations to the contrary, or not, p 1 
ded they be ſuch as may be conquer d. For neither can the time oi 


Duration, nor the Tendeney of ſuch Inclinarions alter any tin 


this matter, unleſs io make Virtue more difficult ; which doth 1 


rey the Excellence of it, and preſent happineſs reſulting from it, bel 


hance and improve it. Beſides on the other Hand, the Practice of 


< tho? it be with the Inclination, yet is againſt Reaſon and Conſciene 24 10 
Theſe are his Words, to which I reply | © | ns 


1. Thar if this Argument proves any thing, it proves too muck ; 
that a Man may be happy under the greateſt Bodily Pains, and the nl 
rievous Perſecutions. For it is certain, that, notwithſtanding ſuch ll 
and Perſecutions, he may till preſerve his Virtue : And if the Pratill 
Virtue be the Happineſs of Man (Happineſs it ſelf, as he elſewhere ſpe 

then thoſe Pains and Perſecutions, not robbing him of his Virtue, wlll 
not rob him of his Happineſs, This is too Romantick and Abſurd a8 


arine to deſerve a ſerious Confutation: And therefore I ſhall diſmi 
with the Words of Archbiſhop Ii dot ſor ; Tho ſome Men have been ſo pil 
raſtically Obſtinate, as, againſt the Reaſon and common ſenſe of M 
Fo maintain this Paradox, that * a wiſe Man may be as happy upon 
* Rack, or in Phalaris-his Bull, as in the greateſt Eaſe aud Freedom fl 
Pain that can be imagin d: Yet Nature crics ſhame of this Hyper 
And there are none of thoſe wiſe Men they ſpeak of, who were «ver Wii 
Fools as to gry the Experiment. OY oy 4 . 4 EE. 
2. If we conſider the Being of Manas circumſcribed within the boi 
of this Life, I deny that his chief Happineſs refult; from the moſt exp 
tent part of his Conſtitution (as thoſe Words are intended to excluded 
regard for the Pleaſures of the Body: For it reſults, not from any Wn: 
Part, but from the Whole. The chief Happineſs of a Creature, e 
pos'd of Body and Soul, anddefign'd for this Life only, is, to be as 
Py. as it can be, during this Life, both in Body and Soul: And the mal 
and greater Pleaſures of both kinds it enjoys (which can be rendred ol 
ſiſtent with each other) the more entire and perfect is irs Happineſs. Wi 
grant indeed, LETT | —_ 
3- That the chief Happineſs of a Reaſonable Creature muſt conſi/hl 
dining as Reaſon directs, whether he lives one day, or to Eternity, WF 
hed we no hope in another Lite, the Directions of Reaſon for our Conn" 
dud in this, would not be the ſame as they now are, Reaſop would t 
direct us to do every thing in wnich we delighted, to deny our (elves Wl 
Pleaſure, which Inclination, Cuſtom, or Opinion prompted us to tag 


ſo it did not otherwiſe interfere with our Eafe, with our Health, our Ren: 


tation, and Convenience; thar is, ſo Men judg'd upon the whele, tha 


would conduce moreto their happineſs to indulge themſelvès in ſuch or ll = | 


Pleaſures, than to forbear them. And how falſly the greateſt part of Man 


yould thro' the corrupt tendency of their Nature, and the — N 
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„of the Objects of 1 in ſuch a Caſe, I need not ſay. 
eaever they judg'd wrong, there would be no ſure way of ſetting 
"IE cht; that is, of arguing them out of their Taſte and Experience, 
SE they wou'dalways retreat and appeal, as to the ſure Teſt and Mea- 
= Happineſs. The Reſtraints of Conſcience, in ſuch a State, would no 
ST ck Men in their Purſuits: For Conſcience being nothing but the 
Wot which a Man paſſes on the Reaſonableneſs, or Unreafonableneſs 
„ Aftions ; and that being to be meaſur d from the Subſerviency 
ations to his preſent Happineſs ; whatever appear d to him, T 
WW bet judgment he could frame, neceffary to his preſent Happinels, 
ear highly reaſonable ; and his Conſcience would be ſo far from 
. chat ic would approve his Purſuit of it; ray, it would blame him 

purſuing it. And therefore, „ 

o rell Mankind, in ſuch a State as this, that their Supreme Felicity | 
in the Imitation of God, would be to talk to them in a Language 
bey would not reliſh, or underſtand. For how ſhould a poor im- 
creature, compos d of Body as well as Spirit, and deſign d for 
mica] World only, think it ſelf oblig'd or any ways able, to imitate 
cal, infinitely pure and perfect Mind? or place its Happineſs in 
n Excellencies, which Human Life is too ſhort, and Human Nature 
„ak to reach? | | x 

Sr ſhould a Soul, made to inhabit Fleſh and Blood, and to periſh to- 
(.ch ic, judge it reaſonable or poſſible, to live above rhe deſires and 
ies of Fleſh and Blood? How ſhould one part of the Man be indu- 
Sv cglct and forget the other, in order to arrive at a Divine Perfe- 
Sd Keſemblance, which (not hoping to reach) it would ſearee 
er ſelf dcfign'd to purſue? No, the Rule of imitaring God, can ne- 


_ ©: ſucceſsfully propos'd to Men but upon Chriſtian Principles, 
c dheſe; that this World is a place, not of Reſt and Happineſs, but 


-cliicipline and Trial; where we are robe train'd up for another and more 
state, and to qualify our Selves for the Divine Enjoyments of it, 
Writing and ſubduing our Bodily Appetites and Inclinations ; a State, 
d ich Fleſh and Blood ſhall not enter, where our preſent Struggles ſhall 
add with compleat Conqueſts, and our Imitation of God and in 
WF citord'd Fruition of him to all Eternity. Upon theſe” Principles 
"iti highly Reaſonable to imitate God: but if we are deſign'd to live 
a cheſe Bodies, and in this World, what ſhould hinder us from en- 
ig to make the beſt of both? and from coming to the Concluſion 
d rnd (and not diſapprov'd) by the Apoſtle; Let ws eat and drink, 
ves * nrrom we die? . | 
ta | deny not, after all, but that, even in ſuch a State as this, the Plea- 
Re ef Virtue would be ſuperior: to thoſe of Vice; and juſſſy preferable, 
ha de Compariſon ; the Pleaſures, I mean, of a mature and con- 
or ſi Habit of Virtue,nor of the lover and imperfect Degrees of it. Such 
Jan kit, once acquir d, would indeed afford the Profeſſors of it greater 
val ions chan any the wiched and Licentious did, or coold enjoy. But how 
N LN judge thus rightly of Yiu at a diſtance ? how much fever 
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' would be gt the pa ins of acquiring ſuch an Habit, anct of bongue 
|| till. that were done, the ſtrict practice of Vircue would not be i 


1 pleaſing: toche ſure, no part of the Pleaſure of it vbuld conſiſt ill 
„ Straggla it ſalf; and therefore I am much at a loſs ro know, viii 
WW  Lener-Waitge: weant by ithe following Aſſertiong that be . 
of , [attaining and practiſing] Yirtue doth not deſtroy the preſent 

_ | meſs. reſulting from it hut enhauſe and improve it. This, I take to be 
ical Rant without. any Foundation in the Nature of Man, or th 
ſon of things. For no Practice whatſoever can be attended with oi 
Happiaeſs, any further than it is eaſie and delightful to the Doer WM 
what is difficult to Bene. cannot be eaſy and delighful, while it is 

44 - Unleſs when thoſe Difficulties are loſt and ſwallowed up inthe ſwecer if 
[== a better ſtate, which we. are ſure. ot attaining by the means of 
* | * Where opce ſuch a Perſwaſion as this is well fixed, I grant it vill 
: all. the xoughneſs of the way, that leads to Happineſs, and render 
Conflicts we maintain with our, Luſts and Paſſtons pleaſing: but 
without the Hopes of ſuch a State, the mere Proſpect of the ple 
which, Virtue in this Life may, yield, would ſcares make he Struggle 

delight ful to thoſe who were ſtrangers to ſuch Pleaſures. 
Thus far in anſwer to his fourth Remark, which contains the Gy 
of his Doctrine, and offers at ſomewhat toward the diſproof of mine 
the reſt of his Obſervations on my manner of proceeding in the 
Argument, were it worth while to reduce them from their preſes 
fuſion into ſome Order, they might be rang d and cunſider d undes 
Heads, my Omiſſions, my Inconſiſtencies, and thg ill Conſequences 
Doctrine. My Omiſſions are confels'd, for I did got write a Treati 
a few Pages ↄnly on the Subject; which I handled with particular 
and pretendec not to exhauſt. Whether any of the Reaſoningy 
employ d, are inconſiſtent with each other, I ſecurely leave to the 
ment of the Reader, ho hath now. the Argumentative part of thi 
mon before him Verbæt i x as it was firſt Printed. But the Ill Gon 
ces of my Doctrine, which he objects, deſerve to be a little conſideſi 
My Doctrine is, as I have eadeavour d to ſhew, the very ſam 
that of St, Paul; and if this hath been made out, the ſame ill 
quences are equally chargeable upon both, and hg too may be ſaid ei” 
made Conceſhons to the cauſe, of Vice, by allowing, that, f 
5 reſe not, the Inference would be juſt, Let us eat and drink for ten 
1M we die, All. that needs be done toward juſtifying the Apoſtle ( a 
| ſelf, by his means) is, to open the Deſign and manner ot his Real" 
He is there making uſe of that ſort of Argument, , which, in ol 
prove a Doctrine true, ſuppoſes. the contrary Doctrine to be true 
FJ then ſhews, what Abſurditics follow upon ſuch a Suppoſition: 2088 
p: greater thoſe. Abſurditics are, the more ſtrongly do they ev ince th 
= ty of that Suppolition, from whence-they flow, and conſequent] = 
Truth of the Doctrine ſet aſide by that Suppoſition. Thus, in tl 
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the — is to Ae chat Beads have the r 5 
and bad Nen of good, in point of Happineſs ; or that a Senſual 
de prefert dio a ſevere and rigid Virtue z the more clearly doth. 
and falſnhoad of that Suppoſitiou appear, "which, is the Paxent of 

1d Abſurdities, viz4; that we. have bope.in this Life only... agd the 
of that Soppoſition being, prayed, ; proves the Truth of the con- 
otrine, which was deſign d to be eſtabliſh d. Now theſe. very Abs 
rare by the Letter: Mriter repreſented as Conceſſions to the Cauſe 

| when jndeed they. are employ d by me, and do in themſelves tend 

in the Truthf a Capital Article in Religion, upon which (a8 L 
Mink) the Whole Cauſe of Virtue depends. It may ſuffice t to have 
1 but full Anſuer to all the ill Conſequences he hat h vain- 
ayour'd to, faſten on my Doctrine, and which are in truth, Fr far S 
eng ill. Conſeguspges of my Doctrine, thar they are Conſequences * 
{that falſe Suppoſition which I advanc'd, in ordet tg diſgrove it, 
that means, to prove the Truthot my Doctrine. 171 the Letter» 
vas fincere in this, part of hig Charge, he muſt be contented tabeag 
proach of underſtanding nothing of , bogich,, or gaod, Sen;2 3 An Im- 

bn which, I find, he looks upon as carrying greater Ablardiry i in 

n even. any thing Þ have ſaid in my Sermon! 

wb: vhether he can as catily get hid pf the ill Conkegnences of his 
je; which manifeſtly tends to ſhew, i That there is no necd, of a {us 

te, to ſer right the unequa Diftributions.of Happineſs in thus Life. 
once this be allapid, we give up the very beſt Argument for ſuch a 
pi which mere Reaſon furniſhes us. And of what uſe that Con- 

an be to the Cauſe of Virtue, this pretended Patron of -1 it will be 

Ito tell us. Had bg ſubſtitured, any other Argument for a future 

in the room of chis he thus engeavours, to vcaken; had. he once, 
pout, his Pamphlet, direcily and plainly affirm d, that any convin- 
hidence Of luch a State was t be had from Reaſon alone, or that 

e bitter Sufferings qt, good Meib were Iufficient to prove it; his Con- 
puid: have been lo muchthe more: excufable. But he hath offer d 

Wins of this kind. Once indeed, (in a very odd and wary manner) he 
hade heard the ,Sufferings and Affi tions of good Men here below, 
N 4; gument that, an another State, all the Virtuous ſhall. have the 
EEE” inward Tokens of. Ged's Favour. . But we are lefs / 
boo, whether he approves the argument he thus heard; 

_ thinks: ic a good Argument for a future. State, as well as a 
{1:27 ſhall happen in ſuch a State, if ſuch a State there ſhould be : 

i not, whether a Future State de, in his Opinion, neceſſary, in 

ba maniteſtation of theſe Out ward * of God's Favaur; or he- 

* Hward 7 okens of it, beſtow'd in this Life, may not ſuffce to all 
plcs of Virtug. In another place, he ment ions the Preſumption 

r, ald owns, that our Lera's Reſarrection, his. Aſſurances of A 
IRE STATE, and bis Miracles, ADDED to theſe Preſumptions 
his man ner of Speech) are ſufcient. (for yhat ? 205 ) #0 Haig 
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al that are willing to liſten to 1 Bat of hat Truth they a 
ſatisſied ; and, If it be rhe Truth of à Future State, 'what [nrere 8 
are to have in it, and what Right They have to it, he cares not txpi 
ſay. And, as to theſe Preſumptions of Reaſons, he gives us no ac 
them, vhat they are, or whence they ariſe. Ou the contrary, he hath a 
employ d ſuch Reaſenings, as, it true, are ſtrong Preſumptions mr 2 
ture State. For he ſuppoſes Virtue to be a ſufficient Reward ro ii 
this Life : It is the Imutation of God (he ſays) and therefore mu 
Heppineſi of Mam; nay, the Practice of Virtue is Happineſ; it i 
if fo, then it is nor neceſſary that a Future Reward ſhould be reſei 
' Virtue ; for it hath a ſufficient Reward already, A virtuous Heath 
this rate, as bappy as a virtuous Chriſtian; a Man, without the oil 
of another World, is as happy as with it: for if the Practice of vl 
Happineſs it ſelf, he that poſſeſſes Happineſs it ſelf can, by no oth 
fiderations, or Views, have any Addition made to his Happineſs, Wy 
Doctrine of the Lerter be true, This World may be our Home, if 
the place of our Pilgrimage, as we Chriſtians think, and call it: 
preſent State is, it ſeems, à tate of Fraition and Felicity, not Wl 
of Preparation and Tryal ; and, ſhould there be no other Life, yl 
2 Suppoſition will not reflect on the Juſtice, or Goodneſs of God, 
are ſufficiently vindicated by his wiſe diſtribution of Good and EV 
Life, and by that Pleaſure and Plain, with which Virtue and Vire 
verally and inſtperably attended. Now theſe Principles do, a3 I c 
tend to ſubvert the Belief of a Future State; and have therefore bull 
nerally entertain d by all thoſe who doubted of the Reality of ſuch Wi 
or expreſly disbeliev'd it, withour ſhaking off at the ſame time ti 
gations of Morality. Such particularly were the Stoics, who ſirſt i 
© theſe Tenets into Repure and Faſhion ; an Atheiſtical Sect of Philo 
that held the World to be God; and having no certain perſwaſiou ny" 
leſs Evidence, of another Life, and yer defigning t6 be thought L 
Virtue, knew not how to defend its Cauſe, but by affirming that ny 
was its own Reward, and the Practice of it Happineſs it ſelf ; il 
Happinefs, as no Afflictions, no Torments, which befel a Man, eo 
prive him of, or any ways diminiſh. I will not argue againſt ſoul 
Paradoxes as theſe : the excellent Words I have ouce already cited 
ſufficient Reply to them Thus to cry up Virtue, to the weai 
Belief and Hope of the Immortality of the Soul, however at firit e 
may ſeem plauſible, is in effect no better than a ſubtle Invention ti 
Virtue by it ſelf, fince it cannot poſſibly ſubſiſt but by the Belief and\ 
of another Life. FER | | 
Whether the Lerter- Writer intended by what he hath wrote, to 
mine this Belief, is lefr ro God and his own Confcience, Sure Ian 
are ſeveral Paſſages in his Piece (befides thoſe J have mention d) 
look that way, and require a great deal of Candor to be interpre 
ſuch 2 Senſe, as doth not reflect on the certainty of this great Ar 
all Religion. For he is abt afraid to ſay, that he much queſtion 
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ere war, er can be 4 Perſecutios merely for the ſake of the 
res of any Perſon. A Doubt which ſhakes the only moral Eei- 
future State, which he can any ways be ſuppos d to allow of: 
cue be not perſecuted here, there is certainly (upon his Prin- 
6 reaſon for rewarding it hereafter. And what could tempt him 
i ſuch a Doubt ? were not Socrates and Ari ſtides (to name no 
athens) plain Inſtances of this kind, and when Joſeph ſuffered 


FT i: Accuſation of Potiphar's Wife, was he not perſecuted merely for 
moral Virtus? And can this be in any degree ſtrange to 
eo have conſider'd, how wicked Men look upon themſelves as re- 
ch and affronted by exemplary Goodneſs ? and how juſtly therefore 
e repreſented in the Book of 13/dom, as ſpeaking this Language? 
grow (ſay they) i not for our Turn, he i clean contrary to 
thi; ; e was made to reprove our Thonghts, He ts grievous unto 
. „ behold ; for his Life is nos lik other Mens, his Ways are of an- 


ien Therefore let we lie in wait for the Righteous, &c. 11, 
. 15. For my part, I can no way account for bis Doubts, in ſo 
=: Caſc, but upon this foot, that he foreſaw the Perſecution of Vir- 


7 1 y Virtue, muſt neceſſarily infer a future Reward, 
od, WS hould Virtue be perſecuted, yet ſtill he denics that the Hopes of 
it Recompence would afford it any immediate Relief: for theſe 


ice my Words Thats the beſt of Men are ſometimes in this State the 


e cr able, as far as the Evils of this Warld can make them ſo, may 
true; but it it equally true, whether you ſuppoſe a Future 
ch WS, ſuppoſe it vort; that is [ for I can make no other Senſe of his 


WS] the vertuous Perſons fo perſecuted, are equally miſerable under 
t ppoſitions ; their Hopes of Future Happineſs being no manner of 
l their preſent Miſeries. And how can the Belief of a Facure State 
ore effectually ſupplanted than by ſuch ag Opinion? Can ove think 
earneſt when he fays, that He is ſure, rhe certainty of a future State 
Wi» need of no ſuch Supports as mine? for even without them, Philo- 
. ſerted it—and ſo may Chriſtian. He takes away the ſtronge 
roMiducement which the beſt Philoſophers had (or indeed which mere 
aa could have) to delivea future State; and then leaves us to depend 
the bare Aſſertions of ſome other Philoſophers (on their Authority 
at Reaſon for the truth of it. And is nor this a very ſatisfactory and 
Equivalent? What ſhould hinder us from exchanging the cleareſt 
t ences of a Future State, for the Groundleſs Aſſurances of theſe Philo- 
ers of his acquaintance concerning it? : | 
ther Paſſages there are in the Letter, equally liable ro Exception: but 
ght not to dwell on theſe Blemiſhes, or to make the worſt and moſt 
idious Conſtruction of things. My chief Buſineſs was to ou chat rhe 


aff 

ine deliver'd in my Sermon was neither New, nor Unſcriptural, nor 

pre falſe and perniczoms £ nnd having, I hope, effectually made good 

Ari! undertook in theſe reſpeRs, I ſhall not be ſolicicous te enquire into 

u peculiar Articles of this Writer's Creed, ot even to dive jntothe ſeeret 
gs and Motives that fer him a work, 5 5 He 
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-  * ur from that Crowd of Writers, who babe alt along:maintain's 
Doctrider Why mult he particulatly repteſent meg d putting NG 
be Mouthbof Lirent los Perſons, fur ſaying chatywhictiharh: bee iN 
3 evrring the Reproach either of their own times, r bf thoſe that Rn 
But (which is worſt of all) Why are theſe Poſitigus charg dupa 

 - their (ole Aurhor and fuventer; apd the ResdeN ted U Relief 
Vere never before ſeriouſly maintain Aby any pen mne an 
n ene 

_ © "Theſe are ſuch manifeſt Indſcarions of Infiicericy and Mie 
grave Pretences of Concerh for the Oauſe of Viridewill:norrover; Wl 

If, after all, he pleads Ignorance for his 'Exevſe;" finde heave han 

Bis foul Miſtakes and injurious Miſre preſentatibns, it Will'betore oi 
Häckly to own and retract them; ah now calbupom Men , my 

do it. If he doth not; they wWIlklie heavy upon thwewviduncther wal 


| : SSN 40 4p 4 a) "ONF Aer 8 1 W 1 


„. | PTT. ( (( 
After Thad finiſh'd this Prefiice, and a great pft oft was printed 
| came ro my hands an Aﬀize- Sermon, preach u lately in the Cath 
Mincheſſer, by Mr. Richard Weſt,” Prebend#ty'sf cha Church EN 
I find, ſtept a little of his way, to give hisperempigty Opinion. te 
controverted between me and the Letter - Writer; andwithal/ropro nl 
ſelf no competent judge of them. For, after affitming that the Y 
: 5 « of Chriſtian Virtues, though we ſet aſide the *Conlideration fa 
© Reward, have a fairer Title to preſent Happineſs tban their coli 
** Fices (which is Fetrer Divinity than Gram he proceeds: 
Nor docs ir appear that the Phariſees themſelves ever denied it 
© Notion hath been invented of late, that᷑ preſtrb Brutiſh Pleaſure 
T the more Brutiſh, it ſeems, the more prefetable) to theſe of Rel "on 
Serin. p. 7.8. It is a ſhrewd remark; which *hisEagations Wrice 
makes, that 2% Not ion hade bettinvenved of lose, yet it doth 
pear that the Phariſees of old had the ſame Notions';" He 'might wth 
great acuteneſs of Judgment have obſerved, that e Art of Princitih 
not appear to have been known to the Ancients,” th it hath been inun 
ſince their times. But, to paſs by this judicious Obſeryat ion 
Weſt pleaſes to read over my Sermon, and this Pretace, he iI ba 
that he hHath miſtaken my Notiba,” of which he here gives 1 very muß 
Account, in very unfeernly Language; to ſay no worſe of Hel 
more miſta ken in'thinkiog Thar to be a late Dottie of mine When 
been aſſer ted by fo many Pious and Eminent Pens of dur oο²⁹ and 
Communidus ; t6 whoſe Sentiments a Man; thee profeiles:todedieurs Wi 
ſelf to the Srady of Divinity; ought net to Hays been akogetlier a ral 
15 TECH 1. 1 
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hath, in this 


= > it rhe N r NB 177 1 | » 
7: likewiſe did, from whom they. are ſometimes calłd 


dard openly for Vice and Tmmorlity, thougk, they Je. 
Future State; but held Happincſsto be attamable in this 
3 _ by our own Conduct and V ertues. But it no ways appears 


e amongſt them, or any occaſion to deliver their Opinion 
rte Thle, which the Prattice of Virtue bath to preſent Happi- 
„ing alids the Conſideration of a future Remard: And Why 
core, their Authority ſhould be youch'd to this Purpoſe, I 


b no means compfehend. 


8 Much eſs can T imagine, why 4 Jewiſh Sex [ whether of 
orie, or Sadacees | ſhould be repreſented, as deliverin 


7; Fave 


odgment about the conſtquence,of practicing Chriſti- 


Vectues; a point, in Which they had as little, reaſon to 
ern themſelves, as Mir. Veſt bath to interpoſe in this diſ- 
, unleßs we Were better acquainted with the true State, 
"Wd Grounds of it, and with the Opinions of thoſe who have 
e before him in the Argument, 1 hope, this was not one 


be Correct Paſſages, which Mr. Jervoiſe, and the other - 


Wmlemen had in their view, when they deſir'd him to Print 
8 0/7 excellent Sermon. Of which I am tempted to ſay 
Wncwhat more, bur ſhall forbear ; having, I hope ſuffici- 
Wy prevented whatever this Gentleman hath ſaid, or can 
. gainſt any part of my Doctrine. And ſome Attacks are, 


rable. 3 „33 dev 3 ao FR 

4 What gare riſe to this Civil Digreſſion of Mr. V. and at 
e boſe Shrine be offer'd his Incenſe, is too plain to admit of any 
oubt; and carries in it a Reflection, ſo much to the diſad- 
u atage of Religion, that, couldar poſſibly be conceal'd, I 


od think my {elf oblig'd to pals it over in Silence. Eo 
Wu it afflict Good Men, to conlider, that our unhappy 
bees about Rights and Prigiledges, thould ſpread tem 


eino Points, of a Foreign Narure, and of the moſt Sa- 
ed Importance ; and be pur ſu'd to the very Horns of the 
N, without any regard zo .the Jaierells of our common 
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ph” 
he Phariſees for the Sadducees, indeed, ſetaſide-the- | | 


zration. of a future Reward, and yer pretended to . 
Pradtice of yirtus upon the foot of preſent bet 1 


. 3 in the Ferviſb Writings, "Neither E Teurns, nor Za © 


: thePhrailees had any ſuchnotions or Diſputes as theſe ſtir- 


WP harmleſs, that nothing but a defence can make them conſi- 


* 


* 


© 5 
* 
, 
. 
Y 
75 
- 


A * 


— 
ny 


* 


1 
* 
— 
; 
* 


PS. 


- 


* 


- 


1 


4 
- 
: 


% 


—_ 


* 


E *:4 
©, 
. 
1 * 


i 
2 a _ 


wh 8 


. 
R : 


3 . be een * not 25 90 iffer . a 
Vithout differing alſ& about the Evidences of a futare $. .. 
Ware none our Conteſts on that Head, in ſuch man * on 
patt with, and make Sport for Uabeliever: lf | 
Are tlieſe the bleſſed Effefts of that Moderation and Temper 
* WAV have heard {6 much in ſome Men's halle 
fo little intheir Practices? How long ſhall the þ 
2 in the, World be thus perverſly apply d to the 5 
8 made uſe of to cover, and advance Det 1 
widely diſtant from our ſpecious Pretenſiom l Can we 100% 
upon it, ax one Inſtance of that moſt aimable Vi 


as even to take. 


For how E 


ion with 


oquent have fame Men been in their e | 

gainſt a Neigbbouring Prince (the Subject of their Fancy : | 
ricks on ſome other occaſions.) for making ſcandaloudn 
with Mabomitans,” and attacking Qbriftians in con 
Brftendom:? 2 And il 


the great Enemies of C 


in an equal. Zeal for thoſe Capital Dockrines, which we al 


Jer our 


ne Men, w 
e Se 


we mW bave i 1. . 


ute, N 
ſtand by co and uneotcern'd for the great Truths of Reli 3 
: gion ( be to defend them our ſelves, nor yet ſuffer ther 'J 
is be defended by others? And when we chance to ſpy a 
E "veg an Hebrew, one of our Brethren, to be of 3 
om avenging the Wrong, as to engourage and aff the 
a of it? What is this, but to imitate rhe wicked Policy of 
our worſt Enemy, which we have fo often complain ao 


—_ Conduct leſs liable to Reproach, who are not aſham 
to eſpouſe the Cauſe even of- Infidelity it ſelf, rather than 
miss an Opportunity of expreſſing their Reſentments again 
Men they do not like, and of keeping up their little Fatty 
Intereſts and Qaurrels? When Popery was at our Doors in 
lle Reign; did we take this way of keeping it out? an AY 
are Atbeiſm and Deijm leſs dreadfil in themſelves ? or are we 
now in leſ Danger of being overrun with them? In Goch 
Name, if we cannot agree in other things, let us unite at lealY * 


7 8 rf 


equally embrace, and are alike concern d to maintain: Not 14 
perſonal Views, and Prejudices (if we will not be perl 
ſuaded to part wich them) ever lead usro do any thing, that 
may expoſe Religion it {elf to che laughter and ſcorn of Pro- 
he babe wt the Lip, and n rhe os 1 L 2 
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